
 

 



Welcome to the Summer Edition of The Muse! 
Thank you for picking up a copy of the final edition of the School Magazine from the 2016-2017 Magazine Team. 
Despite the plethora of deadlines we all had to meet, everyone on the team was able to produce amazing 
contributions ranging from reports on exciting school events to thought-provoking opinion pieces on the current 
political climate. Obviously, I couldn’t have made this magazine by myself, so I would like to thank my fellow 
editors (Alison Everest, Manjyot Birdi, Orla McDermott), the entire Magazine Team and, most importantly, our 
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Johnson. I hope you enjoy reading the articles and have a great summer! 
Abisola Bishi, Head Editor 

 
Headteacherôs Message 
The end of the school year is particularly significant 
for Year 11 and Year 13. As Year 13 leave the 
school they will have feelings of excitement for their 
next steps in life, mixed perhaps with sadness at 
leaving friends and maybe some trepidation about 
their examination results. IB students will have 
received their results on 6th July and most will have 
more certainty about the year ahead as they enjoy 
the longest holiday they are ever likely to have. 
Year 11 students are also basking in the longest 
holiday they have had in years, most of them having 
taken a day to join us and external student 
applicants for one of our two Induction Days for the 
Sixth Form. Wherever they are headed, both Year 
11 and Year 13 students have been a credit to the 
school during the stressful external examinations 
season and deserve to achieve excellent results. 
Year 13 have a potentially record-breaking array of 
university courses lined up - best wishes to them all! 
 
By the end of the term we will also have said 
goodbye to a few teachers: Ms Vaughan (Music), 
Mr Deliss (Economics), Mr Collins (Computing + 
HoD + Timetable) and Mr Johnson (History + DoS). 
We thank all these staff for their tireless 
contributions and their commitment to getting the 
very best from our students. It is worth noting that 
Mr Collins has given eleven years to BGS and Mr 
Johnson has been associated with the school on 
and off since 1982! Mr Johnson retires having 
completed 22 years as a teacher here, from a short 
stint in his first teaching job to his most recent 
16-year term from 2001. These will be difficult 
goodbyes. 
 
Our weekly newsletters do a steady job of 
documenting the variety of exciting events and 

rewarding experiences enjoyed by our students. 
Scarcely a week goes by without something 
outstanding to celebrate and although the Public 
Examinations dominate the lives of so many 
students during the summer period, a succession of 
key events has continued this term: Year 12 UCAS 
evening, the New Year 7 Parents’ evening and New 
Year 7 Taster Day, the BGS Top Universities 
Conference, the Sports Day and Summer Fayre, an 
Enrichment week completed by our final ECM day 
of the year, Language trips to France, Germany, 
Spain and Italy, the Sixth Form Induction days, 
which I’ve already mentioned and, this year’s 
musical production – ‘Spamalot’ which promises to 
be an energetic comedy extravaganza. The annual 
Art Exhibition is once again a showcase for the 
remarkable creativity of our students and the Jazz 
concert rounds off the year in style. 
 
I feel privileged in my role and I am deeply grateful 
for the commitment of our staff to make this 
tremendous variety of opportunities available to 
students. In turn, I am delighted to see so many 
students willing to help and to take on leadership 
opportunities with such dedication, enthusiasm and 
talent. I would also like to  
take this opportunity to thank the parents and carers 
of our students for their support – without you as 
foundations, we would be unable to build the BGS 
of which we are so proud. 
 
Finally, I would like to wish staff, students and their 
families a relaxing and enjoyable summer holiday. I 
look forward to welcoming our students back in 
September, refreshed and ready for another 
rewarding year. 
Mr Elphick 

 
 
 
 

ç

 



U}}rp¨s:çU}}RçZ¤qyço|rç£vo|y¢ç£}çzso¥w|uç¢£ottç
ç

çççç           ç
ç
[¡çRszw¢¢ [¡çQ}zzw|¢ç ç{`çx]V\a]\ç
Sq}|}{wq¢:çqvo|uw|uçqo¡ss¡ Vsorç}tçWbççççççççççççççççççççççççççççR}aço|rçVw¢£}¡¨:ç`s£w¡w|uç
ççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççççZso¥w|uçt}¡çSz£vo{çQ}zzsus 
 

 
House Report 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
The House Competition for 2016 to 2017 finished 
as we broke up for the Easter Holidays back in 
March. The Annual House Showcase was a 
fantastic evening of performances by the students 
of their House Drama, Dance or Music entries from 
this year’s competitions - here are the results: 

Johnson House (for the second year in a row) first 
with 421 points, Collins second with 399 points, 
Wellman third with 383 points, Prothero fourth with 
369 points, Mabbs fifth with 356 points and Kirkman 
6th with 349  
points.Mrs J Snelling, House Leader 

 
Johnson House Report 
It has been another brilliant year for Johnson House 
finishing in first place. That makes it two years in a 
row. 
The competition began with a bang with Sports 
Day, followed by a wonderful rendition of Fantastic 
Mr Fox for House Drama. House Music was a 
particular highlight, seeing Lewis Watson play a 
medley of club classics on an array of different 
sized drainpipes and a pair of wooden spoons. The 
competition ended with a weather-inspired House 
Dance which concluded with a performance of ‘It’s 
Raining Men’ which will be - difficult – to forget. And  

this is to neglect the dozens of other competitions 
which have taken place. 
It is down to our new House Captains to lead us to 
victory next year: Senior House Captains Georgina 
Leeson and James Crumpton, and House Captains 
Chloe Dominy, Heather Goodchild, Adam Ritson, 
Eva Williams, Ollie McKeon and Assistant House 
Captain Alex Coates. Our fate lies in your hands! 
Legend has it that no House in the history of BGS 
have managed the triple: so here’s to winning three 
years in a row. 
Mr Husbands, Head of Johnson 

 
 

 



Collins House Report 
First of all, I would like to say a huge thank you to 
the outgoing Captains: Lara, Skye, Daniel, Ethan, 
Favour, Jay and Anastasia. They did a great year’s 
work and should be very proud of what they 
achieved. They have all tried their hardest to 
motivate and energise the competitors. I would also 
like to take this opportunity to thank the form tutors 
of Collins House for all their help and support all 
through the year.  
It has been a great year for Collins House with lots 
of students taking part in different events. 
We came first in Junior Girls’ Football, Junior House 
Table Tennis and House Tennis, Intermediate 
Sports Day, Intermediate Boys Basketball, 
Intermediate Table Tennis and  Tennis, Senior 
Girls’ Basketball, Senior House Cookery and House 

Quiz.  
All these winnings led us to an overall position of 
second, that is the second year running. All Collins 
House competitors should be proud of themselves.  
As we round up another amazing year, I would like 
to wish the 2016-2017 Collins House Captains good 
luck and all the best for the future.  
We all in Collins House would like to welcome the 
2017-2018 House Captains: Joel Akande, Bethany 
Blackie, Nana Kwarteng, Matthew Bentley, Jack 
Pleckinger,  Fjolla Bivolaku and Jenna Rye. I am 
really looking forward to working with them; Good 
luck to you all.  
Finally, to all Collins House members, I would like to 
wish you all a wonderful summer. 
Mrs Lasoye, Head of Collins  

 
Wellman House Report 
I would like to thank all the Wellman competitors 
and especially our House Captains on a very hard 
fought House year.  We had some great successes 
this year, as well as some struggles, but we always 
showed our best as we came out to compete in 
number. There were highlights to our year, including 
widespread success at the strategy games Chess 
and Bridge,in which we ended either first or second 
in every age bracket.  Our performances in the Big 
Three were very strong entries that we worked hard 
on and continue to be very proud of.  We showed 
our artistic side with a strong showing from House 
Photography and, of course, there were also 

numerous successes in various sporting events 
throughout the year.  Lastly, Wellman has once 
again revealed it has hidden gills (tigerfish?) by 
dominating the swimming gala once again!  These 
examples illustrate our true colours (Orange each 
and every one of us) and although we were not the 
top scoring House this year we have lots to be 
proud of and will be coming back to seek our victory 
next year!  
Wellman are now off to a great start this year with 
second place finishes in both Junior and Senior 
Sports Day events!! 
Mr Ward, Head of Wellman 

 
Prothero House Report 
I have thoroughly enjoyed my time as Head of 
Prothero, and the year has flown by. When I picked 
the House up at the end of last year we were in a 
strong 5th place after Sports Day, and I’m proud to 
say that this year (for the Junior and Intermediate 
events at least) we have managed to get 5th place 
again. (1st the worst... 5th the best). While sporting 
prowess seems to elude us for the most part, 
Prothero have excelled in creative and academic 
events: the giant, slightly scary Harvest Box frog 
came second, the fantastically unconfident quiz 
team came a close second, and we came first in the 
Intermediate Photography with some impressive 
landscapes.  
Through their outstanding dedication, not to 
mention the time they gave before and after school 

to lead rehearsals and learn dance routines 
themselves, the House Captains made sure that 
Prothero won first place in Drama, Music and 
Dance. The play, written by Lillibel Ratchford-Holt 
was funny, captivating, and excellently acted. The 
song (a mix of Stomp and singing) had a huge cast 
of people from all year groups led by Vikki Hughes 
and the other captains choreographed an excellent 
routine. The Dance had such great variety, and a 
fairytale-themed story tying the whole thing together 
and was equally brilliant.  
All the Captains did a stellar job all year, always 
focussed and committed - I couldn’t have asked for 
a better team. I wish them all the best for their 
futures, and good luck to the new captains who 
have already made an impressive start to the year. 
Mr Risdon, outgoing Head of Prothero 

 



Mabbs House Report 
What an amazing Sports Day this year! Our current 
position does not highlight the amount of winning 
athletes we had on that glorious sunny Saturday. 
One notable moment was the Turner brothers who 
were cheered on by their younger siblings making it 
a great family affair. James came first place and his 
brother Daniel, second place.  
Kirsty Moore was determined to win the 800m 
which she stated before she placed her feet on the 
start line. Sure enough, Kirsty whizzed through the 

finish line 10 seconds ahead of the next student. 
Peace Imariagbe was also an amazing athlete 
winning the discus with tenacity and grace. 
The stalls were manned by enthusiastic Mabbians 
all day with lots of students baking and preparing 
and buying lots of treats for the summer fete. Many 
students were wearing a variety of purple power 
clothes making the summer fete for Mabbs a 
success. 
Ms Gabriel, Head of Mabbs 

 
Kirkman House Report 

Although Kirkman didn’t come near the top of the 
table this year, I would like to thank my outgoing 
captains for all their hard work this year, so thank 
you to Emma, James, Tom, Chloe, Jaime, Cobby, 
Emeka and Oyin for everything they did. We had 
some really good successes, such as first places in 
Harvest Box, Inter Chess, Junior Cricket, Senior 
Football and Junior Badminton. We also did well in 

Drama and Music, with hours of hard work put in to 
create ‘Oliver’ with a wide range of year groups and 
an original script, and also a new ‘stomp’ feature in 
the Music which went down really well! 
We now have a new planter awaiting victory 
(hopefully) and a new set of Captains to go with it; 
I’d like to wish all the very best to Jack, Ellie, Oliver, 
Irgena, Joseph, Jess and Seyi and I hope they 
enjoy their year! We’ve already begun with a busy 
but successful Sports Day which included some 
wonderful records for Sam Hunt in the Javelin and 
Patrick Jackson in the 200. Most importantly, we got 
full teams out for almost everything and I hope 
everyone enjoyed taking part. This is the end of my 
20th year as Head of House and it never ceases to 
be a source of fulfilment, and I take pride in all 
those who have a go at something they’ve never 
done before, or have the chance to shine in an area 
in which they have a talent. Long may it last! 
Miss Fisher, Head of Kirkman 

 
 

Jack Petchey Report 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The January Award winner was from Collins House, 
Katherine Henderson: “Katherine takes part in lots 
of House events and is a very good student. She 
helps out with the community a lot by being involved 
in various clubs, such as Gymnastics, Badminton, 
Karate and Netball in school. Katherine is a role 
model for the school, the House system and her 
form. She works hard in school and puts lots of 
effort into extracurricular activities. She is very 

helpful, always informing the form of everything 
going on in the House. Katherine is a very 
enthusiastic pupil. She is well respected by her 
peers for all that she does. ” The February Award 
was from Johnson House, Evy Williams: “Evy has 
been awarded the Jack Petchey Award for 
generously giving her time to help teach Judo to 
children for 3 hours after school on Tuesdays. Evy 
also raises money for a number of charities, among 
which is Great Ormand Street Hospital, and so far 
has raised over £2000.” The March Award was from 
Kirkman House, Chloe Larbi: “Chloe has been a 
dedicated member of Kirkman House since Y7 and 
has put in six years of contribution to House 
activities. She has been involved in a huge range of 

 



events and unobtrusively gets on with putting in the 
hours (lots of them!) and getting the job done, while 
staying cheerful and positive and supportive of 
everyone else involved. Her particular areas of 
involvement have been with music and dance but 
she has also supported many sporting events. 
Those who voted for her know that she is respectful 
of others’ ideas and is easy to talk to.  A lovely 
person and a great support to the House as a 
valuable Captain this year.” 
 
That was the last of the House based Jack Petchey 
awards. April’s award was nominated by Year 12 
students and Mariam Yacoub was the winner for the 
following reasons: “Mariam is always willing to help. 
She volunteers within the community at an Old 

People’s Home and a food bank. In school she 
takes an active part in the House events and runs 
the Science Society and Healthcare Society. She 
also tutors younger students with their English as 
an English prefect. She is dedicated, hard working, 
a natural leader and she always makes an effort for 
everyone.” The May Head’s choice Year 9 category 
was won by Charlotte Allen – Charlotte is a Girl 
Guiding Ranger as well as being a Young Leader 
and works within the Community. She is a kind and 
caring person and encourages people in her form 
as well as helping out in her form. The June Key 
Stage 3 category was won by Sai Varun Vajrapu: 
He does tireless work as a Computer Science 
prefect helping other students. He also helps with 
the running of other after school clubs.  

 
 
Jack Petchey Leader Award 
The students of the school were given the 
opportunity to vote for a member of staff to be 
nominated for an Annual Leader Award. Unlike the 
other nine award winners nominated throughout the 
year, where the students’ choice is the automatic 
winner, the Leader award has to be approved by 
the Jack Petchey Foundation. 
 
Our Nomination was sent off at the end of May and 
upon our return after the half term break we were 
notified that our nominee - Ms J Stoddard - had 
been successful. These are some of the reasons for 
nomination: Ms Stoddard is the Director of Learning 
for Key Stage 5 and as such her role is to guide the 
Sixth Form students. However she gives them so 
much time, energy and support, helping them 
through this unfamiliar process that they are able to 
gain access to the very best opportunities available 
to students of their age. For a lot of these students 

neither parent attended university and they are the 
first in their family to follow this path. Having Ms 
Stoddard to guide them is very much the reason 
why so many of our students are successful and 
they are very grateful to her.  
 
The school will be now able to apply for a small 
grant of up to £750 to put towards a project of Ms 
Stoddard’s choice now that her Award has been 
confirmed. 
The majority of our prize winners will be presented 
with their Jack Petchey winners’ medallions at the 
Jack Petchey Celebration Evening at the Orchard 
Theatre in Dartford in July. Katie Henderson and Ms 
Stoddard will have their  Winner’s medallions 
presented to them at the Gala Evening performance 
of the summer Musical Production, Spamalot. 
  
Mrs J Snelling, House Leader 

 
 

 

Every year we have a real dilemma choosing the 
right show for us to do, and this year it felt like a 
harder decision than ever; we were really keen to 
choose a contrast to ‘The Sound of Music’. Much as 
I loved that show, I know that I, and the students, 
had really missed the buzz (and challenge!) of the 

big company dance numbers which have been such 
a feature of recent shows. It is based on the 
traditional legend of King Arthur and his Knights of 
the Round Table and is described as being “lovingly 
ripped off” from the classic film comedy ‘MONTY 
PYTHON AND THE HOLY GRAIL’. We wanted to 
retain the humour of the British institution of Monty 
Python, alongside making the production relevant 
and appropriate for our  students, and we thought 
long and hard about how to incorporate the themes 
and songs in the show.  

 



The overriding theme of the show is a journey of 
self-discovery, of friendship, and of courage, things 
that we all need to remind ourselves of 
occasionally, and The Schools Edition was created 
in conjunction with Eric Idle, who wrote the 
Spamalot script, so it has retained the Python 
surrealness in all its glory. However there are a few 
obvious changes if you know the original; we have 
added a few references to recent political 
developments and our local area, and we chose to 
give Sir Lancelot’s realisation of his sexuality ( 
espoused in the song ‘His Name is Lancelot’) a 
‘fantasy’ feel, making it a celebration of LGBT 
culture and 80’s disco with a ‘Pride’ carnival-esque 
rainbow theme. In a show otherwise set in Medieval 
Britain, this might be surreal, but it feels weirdly 
normal in a Python show!  

 
As always, the production team have been brilliant; 
Mrs Snelling and Miss Fisher have spent half-term 
making props, painting scenery and sewing 
costumes. A new member of the production team 
this year is Miss Roberts, an MFL teacher with a 
secret talent for dance! I have loved working with 
her closely on the choreography to create the style 
of the show, and I love her ideas; the show would 
not look as brilliant  without her contribution.  It has 
also been a pleasure to welcome Mr Laing back into 
the production team as Musical Director, after a 
hiatus (he was MD of productions previously which 
have gone down in BGS legend). The only viable 
option for the show band to rehearse was Friday 
mornings before school!  It is testament to the 
commitment of our musicians that they have 
attended these early rehearsals without fail since 
January and are doing a superb job with a 
challenging jazz-influenced Broadway score, which 
covers almost every possible musical style! 
Miss Fisher has been a fantastic support in her role 
as Assistant Director and Mrs Eacott has provided 
support in her role as vocal coach by working with 
the principals individually and also running cast 
singing rehearsals. Again, the help of Martyn Bain 

in creating the set has been invaluable and we 
thank him for his enthusiasm and support.  I would 
also like to thank the site team for their support and 
patience as they wait for us to finish ever-longer 

rehearsals to lock up on Friday evenings and Mr 
Elphick for trusting us with a slightly off-the-wall 
choice of musical! 
 
Our musicals have often, in the past, benefitted 
from the expertise of ex-BGS student, and actor, 
Sam Haughton, and this year was no exception. By 
a magical coincidence, Sam spent four months 
earlier this year performing the role of ‘Patsy’ in a 
European production of ‘Spamalot’ at the English 
Theatre in Frankfurt. I was lucky enough to see this 
show in February, and enjoyed not only Sam’s 
performance but the whole production. On his 
return from Germany, he brought colleague 
Matthew Gent (who played Sir Robin) into BGS for 
a workshop with the cast. They choreographed a 
routine for ‘Always Look on the Bright Side of Life’, 
including a challenging stomp-style ensemble 
section (replacing the tap routine of the Broadway 
show!), and then spent some time workshopping 
scenes with the principals, working particularly on 
representing their various characters, and with the 
students on how they could better develop their 
understanding of their characters and communicate 
this to the audience.  
 
Changes to the global political landscape, in 
combination with the pressures of being in 
education whilst the UK government are making so 
many changes can be overwhelming at times, but 
working on a show with such wonderful comedy, 
great dance numbers and feel-good music has 
been a real pleasure and our Friday rehearsals 
have sent us all home feeling uplifted, despite the 
shocking events that have occurred in the last few 
months.  We have loved inhabiting this silly, surreal 
and wonderful world; it has been a privilege to work 
with such committed actors and singers. It is 
amazing to see students develop skills and 
confidence as they progress through the shows: 

 



Matt Talbot for example is playing the lead role of 
King Arthur this year after six years of being in the 
chorus / supporting roles, and we can already see 

in the younger members of the cast,the potential 
leads of the future.  Roll on next year’s musical 
production… 
Miss Swadkin, Director  

 
 

BGS Snap General Election  
 
As Theresa May called the snap General Election to 
take place on the 8th June 2017, so too did the 
politicians of Bexley Grammar, creating mock 
parties to campaign and voice what their respective 
manifestos said. In total, five parties were 
represented, and it was nice to see different years 
collaborating and getting to know each other over a 
common interest of politics. Whilst the aim of each 
party in school was to win, we all also recognised 
that the most important thing was to eradicate 
political ignorance in school and get people 
involved.The parties all had different ways of 
campaigning- whilst labour stickers are still being 
found in the darkest nooks and crannies of Bexley 
Grammar, the Green’s posters have only just 
started to disappear. UKIP took a particularly 
humorous stance, which obviously worked for them, 
as they came second in the school election. 
  
All the parties joined for a big Leaders’ Debate, and 

even other students came along to ask questions 
and spectate. Mr Griffin played the role of neutral 
Chairperson, whilst other teachers came to grill 
various members of the parties. The parties argued 
for well over an hour, displaying excellent political 
engagement and knowledge of their manifesto. 
 
When the big day did finally arrive, students and 
teachers had the opportunity to vote. The results 
were diverse with Labour gaining a 46% majority, 
followed by UKIP (22%) Conservatives (18%) 
Green (10%) and Liberal Democrats (4%).  
It would appear, that the political opinion has not 
changed much since the last school election, 
where, again, Labour had the majority. The whole 
event was very interesting to take part in and really 
helped people to engage more deeply in politics 
and understand why their vote matters. A big thanks 
to the teachers in the English and History 
department, who organised it, and well done to all 
that got involved! 
Sarah Cotter, Year 12 

 
Top Universities Conference 

 
 
On Thursday 22nd June, 
our school held a Top 
University Conference, 
giving us students more 
insight into what the top 
universities are looking for, 
how to apply to them and 
the application process as 
a whole, insight into what 

studying our chosen subject at a top university 
would be like or what to expect from the admissions 
test and an opportunity to hear from not only 
speakers from the Universities themselves, but also 
from ex-BGS students who are doing their degrees 
now. 
 
As other schools in Bexley were invited and there 
were many students from different schools, one of 
the first activities was working on interview 

techniques and a bit of an 
icebreaker, as we had to 
find someone we had never 
spoken to before and 
explain what we wanted to 
study and why. Whilst this 
may have been awkward at 
first, it was incredibly helpful, 
as it allowed us to improve 
our communication skills 
and confidence when talking to new people, 
something that we would need for interviews. After 
a break, we listened to speakers from Cambridge, 
Oxford, Imperial and LSE discuss the qualities they 
are hoping to see from applicants to their 
Universities, and brief overview of the University 
itself and the courses available as well as how to 
prepare the best possible application. 
 
Following on from this, we had seminar groups on 

 



two subjects we were interested in taking as a 
degree, led by a teacher or an external speaker 
which allowed us to really focus in on what you 
need to do to study that subject and what it would 
be like at a top uni, and was therefore very 
insightful. These smaller seminar groups were 
extremely invaluable, as it gave us a real insight 
into just what these top universities were looking 
for. For me personally, I got the chance to have an 
in-depth conversation with a woman in charge of 
law application to Oxford University. It was 
opportunities like this that made me realise how 
important the day was. It was especially nice to see 
the Bexley Grammar students mixed in with other 
Bexley schools, as we are lucky enough to receive 
these opportunities on a regular basis. However, 
other schools don’t necessarily have the access to 
these resources, so it was good to see other people 
taking advantage of the day. 
 
Finally, after the opportunity to talk to ex-students at 

the University stands, we listened to two ex-BGS 
students talk about their experiences at Uni and 
working, giving us useful tips and reiterating that 
whilst we have to make big decisions, we should 
remember to enjoy it. Having the students there 
gave us a realistic insight into everyday university 
life and they took the time to remind us that through 
this stressful time, it is essential to ask for help, 
which was a lesson we all took home with us. 
 
It was an incredibly useful and helpful day, and I 
think it gave everyone an even further insight into 
life at Top Universities and helped to improve our 
confidence in applying to them if we want to. We 
would also like to thank Ms Stoddard, Mrs Ellis and 
all of the other teachers who gave their time to 
organise the event and lead the different seminar 
sessions. Their advice was really appreciated and 
had a real impact on some of the big decisions we 
soon have to make. 
 
Sophie King and Abisola Bishi 

 

Art Exhibition 
An exhibition has been put up in the sixth form centre, displaying artwork from year 13 Art and Textiles students 
for moderation. They have worked hard to produce exceptional works of art and 
coursework to support it.  

 
 
 
  
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 



 
Business & Economics News 
9 secondary schools battled to win local Young Enterprise Awards 
Bexley secondary schools battled it at the local 
levels of the national Young Enterprise Awards 
2017 

 
 

The Young Enterprise scheme is organised by 
Bexley Education Business Partnership in local 
secondary schools. In March, school teams, from 
Bexley, Greenwich, and Lewisham competed and 
BGS took the title for the borough, being named 
Bexley Winning Company. They competed by 

starting up real businesses and finally presenting to 
a panel of judges on how they: created a business 
plan, raised funding, created or sourced a product, 
devised a marketing plan, and wrote up all their 
aims, strategies and achievements and results in a 
business like report. 
They each set up a stand and gave a presentation 
to an audience including  the deputy mayor of 
Bexley, Val Clark who presented the  awards. 
They won the East London final! Unfortunately they 
did not get through to the UK finals but did bring 
home the award for Best Trade Stand and Judges 
Interview. 
All awards can be seen in reception.  Emily King 
  
What a fantastic year this has been for the Young 
Enterprise team. I think all involved will agree what 
an exciting and valuable experience the programme 
is. The ThermoBrush is an outstanding creation 
which had people talking wherever they took it. 
Students worked incredibly hard to get this business 
off the ground and learnt so much in the process. 
Well done to all, I wish all participants the best for 
their future business projects! 
Miss Wood, Business Studies Department 

 
 

Drama News  
Taming of The Shrew Y7, 8 & 9  
On the 9th and 10th of June, Year 7, 8 and 9s 
performed the ‘Taming of the Shrew’ and they had 
the brilliant opportunity of performing it in the new 
Auditorium! Here are some of the actors’ 
experiences about performing in the much loved 
Shakespearean play. 
Kiran Matharu 12NET  
 
“This was the first time I had ever read 
Shakespeare, let alone performed it, yet I, along 
with all of the cast, really made a connection with 
the character I played. I would definitely 
recommend anyone else to get involved in the 
future.  
Max Dawkins (a.k.a. Gremio), Year 7 

 

“As this was my first junior production I didn’t know 
what to expect; but during rehearsals, I got to know 
more people and that made the rehearsals more 
fun. I think that any Year 7, 8 or 9s should totally do 
it next year! I know I will!”  
Mia Chan, Year 8 

 



 
Our Mark Evison Foundation Challenge  
 
I am working in a team along with 12 other sixth form students who have successfully had our 
application accepted by the Mark Evison Foundation. The challenge we want to do will be 
putting on a play entirely by ourselves. All of our donations will be given to the Mark Evison 
Foundation and the Evelina London Children’s Hospital. Kiran Matharu 12NET 
“Mark Evison encourages individuals to do activities outside of their comfort zone when normally 
they would not be given the opportunity this includes acting, designing, building and technology. 
These experiences can influence your ambitions for the future.ò Zoe Le Conte 12NET  
 

 
 

D of E 
Bronze 
Award: 
     On Saturday 
29th April, a 
group of forty 
Year 10s set off 
from Downe 
campsite at 
9a.m, each of us 
carrying a 
bulging 60 litre 
rucksack. The 

final 2017 qualifying expedition would 
accompany our months we’d dedicated to 
volunteering, physical activity and a new activity for 
a skill. We’d also planned the route carefully and 
marked it on an OS Map as well as having written 
up a route card. Finally, the expedition had begun! 
    As we walked through various footpaths, fields 
and passed golf courses, we could actually 
appreciate the clean air and the scenery, pondering 
on which direction to walk: do we walk left, right, 
straight ahead or do we walk back because we’re in 
the wrong place? It was particularly difficult as, 
whichever direction we looked, there were fields 
and more fields! 
It didn’t take long for us to get lost and we soon 
became disgruntled, abandoning our appreciation 
for the open air, as we trudged on with aching 
shoulders and sore feet. We realised that we’d 
missed several checkpoints so we tried to get back 
on track and, in the confusion, we ended up walking 
up and down the same road before returning up it 
again- it didn’t help that it was a very steep hill. 
    Finally, we arrived at Downe, where we quickly 
set up our tents and began preparing a dinner. We 
enjoyed a few hotdogs (Shout-out to Mr Brook for 
giving us ketchup; what would we have done 
without it?) and then gathered around a camp fire 
for some marshmallows and games. 

   The next morning everyone was generally much 
more successful at following the route, which was a 
huge relief as, if we didn’t pass every check-point, 
we might not pass the award! We persisted through 
more roads, footpaths and a field full of horses 
(Some of us stroked them whilst other ran away!) 
and with the cumulative exhaustion from the 
previous day, we all felt especially tired. Whilst 
surviving through M&Ms and Mars bars, we 
stumbled back to Downe at 3p.m. 
   Despite the fact that other groups had arrived 
almost three hours earlier, we felt an oddly 
satisfying mixture of relief, exhaustion and triumph. 
The whole experience was surprisingly enjoyable 
and new, to camp and be completely independent 
in carrying everything we needed from the tents and 
sleeping bags to food and toilet roll.  Above all, we’d 
passed the Bronze Duke of Edinburgh Award! 
   We’d all like to thank Miss Muirhead for 
organising the award and tirelessly answering 
phone calls when we were lost, Miss Bellingham 
and Mr Brook for sacrificing their week-end to help 
us complete the award and Jean for directing us 
and helping us to follow the route!     By Saki 
Okada (10WEA) and Jeevana Thavarajah (10JR) 
 
The Duke of Edinburgh Award has been an 
amazing experience for students to participate in. It 
has pushed students to challenge themselves in 
ways they did not expect, allowing them to grow in 
confidence in their own abilities. I am extremely 
proud of the Year 10 2017 Bronze Duke of 
Edinburgh cohort, they have put in a huge amount 
of effort for the duration of the school year. Well 
done Year 10! 
I would also like to add a massive thank you to all 
the staff who have helped me run this award, from 
training students how to read maps to assisting 
tracking down lost students on the expeditions! 
Without the help and support from these it would 
not have been possible to run the award so 
smoothly. 
Miss Muirhead 

 
Students in photo: Tehillah Brefo-Boateng, Saki Okada, Temi Abodunrin, Jeevana Thavarajah 

 

 



English News - World Book Day 2nd March 

 

 
English Taster Day at Oxford 
On Monday the 19th June, two of my fellow 
students and I were lucky enough to have the 
opportunity to experience an English Study Day at 
Brasenose College at Oxford University. The day 
consisted of having an Oxford style tutorial session 
where we had the chance to discuss some set texts 
such as the Seamus Heaney poem ‘Weighing In’ 
with one of Oxford’s own expert tutors as well as 
attending a lecture which explored interesting new 
ways of reading Shakespeare’s great plays. 
  
During the day, we also had the chance to tour the 
charming Brasenose campus with two English 
students who provided a great insight into the 
varied and exciting student life at Oxford as well as 
tips and advice on applying and adapting to uni life. 
Finally, members of the English faculty at the 
college gathered us together to explain finer details 
of the daunting application process to ease the 
fears of many attending students as well as putting 
on a mock interview in order to portray what they 
are looking for when accepting new applicants.  
 
The experience was wholly pleasurable and 
deepened our understanding into our chosen 
subject of English while also providing 
tremendously helpful information on applying to and 
living at Oxford University.Will Evans, Year 12 
 

Trip to Somerville College Oxford 
In June, we were fortunate enough to attend the 
Teaching Day at Somerville College in Oxford with 
Ms Stoddard and Mr Risdon, about applying to 

Oxbridge,  which proved to be really insightful and 
useful. We were welcomed by the Principal Dr Alice 
Prochaska, and then listened to a talk delivered by 
Dr Steve Rayner, the Tutor for Admissions on the 
Oxford admissions process, from what they are 
looking for in students to the practicality of actually 
applying and what that entails. We both found this 
very helpful, and enjoyed listening to the talks and 
talking to the actual tutors and undergraduates 
themselves.it definitely gave us more an insight into 
University life and  incredibly helpful advice on our 
personal statements, interview techniques and 
more.  
By Sophie King and Eris Nishkun Year12 

University of Sussex  
- First Generation Scholars  
On 10th May, a group of students along with Mr 
Morris and Mrs Thomas went on a trip to Sussex 
University as part of the First Generation Scholars 
scheme. There was an informative talk about 
choosing a degree and the main factors which you 
should consider when choosing a university. We 
were then welcomed by a group of students from 
the university, who gave us a tour of the library and 
one of the accommodations so we could get a feel 
for university life.  
The whole day was very useful and definitely made 
us aware of the necessity of researching into the 
courses and universities, as not all offer the same 
thing, even if the course name is the same. I believe 
this scheme is truly a 
great opportunity for 
people who have parents 
who did not go to 
university to find out more 
information. 
Alison Everest, 12JJ  

 



Library Events              Readathon raises Ã192 for Charity! 
Our students got reading for charity 
Precious Oladimeji, Mia Chan, Erin Godbold, 
Megan Lisle, Dhiyanick Gautam, Max Armstrong 
Mouline, Favour Amurukonye, George Kirby, 
Hannah Monksfield and Martha Nobbs took part in 
a sponsored read to raise money for Readathon, a 

charity which provides books to children in 
hospitals. They raised a spectacular £192! Well 
done and keep up the reading! 
Miss Carey, School Librarian 

 

Carnegie Shadowing Scheme 
Unfortunately, we’ve come to an end of the 
Carnegie award scheme for this year. We attended 
the final event and met the other schools in our 
borough who took part in the scheme. First, the 
schools presented their favourite book (all in very 
creative ways); Our school’s favourite was Salt To 
The Sea. We then all voted individually and the 
Mayor revealed the winner, which was Salt To The 
Sea by Ruta Sepetys.  
It was an incredible experience reading all the 
inspiring books, which had such creative concepts 
and themes, each different from the last. It opened 
our eyes to all the amazing books we had yet to 
read, and pushed us out of our comfort zones by 
trying new genres of book that we never would have 
dreamed of trying before. This whole experience 
has been a one of a kind. 
It was great fun to be surrounded by fellow 
booklovers, with all equally strong and thoughtful 
opinions and meeting every week to discuss the 
book we had read; we specifically enjoyed venting 
our annoyance at the cliffhangers and plot twists 
revealed in our chosen books.  
We used the shadow website to write reviews on 
our personal BGS Shadowers page and our 
meetings to create some videos based on the 
books,  including interviews with the characters and 
authors, trailers for the movies (based on the book 

of 

course) and some acted scenes. Our page was run 
by Brook Lord (8ACR) & Olivia Harry (8ACR) but 
the reviews were submitted by all book members. 
This page contained pictures, links to our videos, 
weekly polls as well as a weekly blog, which 
featured several times in the school magazine.  
We all thoroughly enjoyed this new experience and 
would definitely recommend the scheme to anyone 
who loves discussing books with people who share 
the same interest, and we look forward to seeing 
who we’ll be working alongside next year! Olivia 
Harry and Brook Lord, Year 8 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Murder in the Library ï Year 7   
In Enrichment Week, Year 7 had the exciting task of 
solving a “Murder in the Library”. The CSI report 
told them that “Mrs Carey had opened the Library at 
08:00 to find a dead body on the floor. The body 
has been taken to the Morgue”. After examining the 
crime scene and collecting evidence, they wrote up 
a crime report. Here is the winning report: 
Detectives working on the case: Harrison, Daniel, 
Samuel, Hannah ;Detective Chief Superintendent: 
Hannah Monksfield: I was summoned to the crime 
scene at 11am. As I walked in, the wreck that laid 
before me turned my stomach. There was blood 
spattered all up the walls and tables turned onto  

their sides. From the autopsy we have discovered 
that the murder weapon was an arrow straight 
through the heart. Through DNA tests, forensic 
scientists have discovered that the victim was an 18 
year old spy name Tina Trott. Tina had been 
studying at Oxford University. We can tell that she 
was a spy as she was wearing a menôs tweed three 
piece suit as a disguise. The suit was sodden 
straight through to the inner lining, meaning that 
there was a huge storm outside. From the CCTV we 
can see movement at the time of 11:32pm, but after 
that there was a power cut so there is no further 
evidence. But, from all the evidence collected, we 
can say that the kind and sweet looking Mrs Carey 
is actually the ruthless killer 

 

 



The English Department asked staff and students to recommend some books for the summer: 
 

 



 

 



FBCS News 
London Anthropology Day 
On the 29th June, London Anthropology Day was 
held at the British Museum. A group of five of us, 
including Miss Contini, attended, and saw the 
various lectures being held. When we got there at 
10:00, we all registered and got our programmes for 
the day. My first lecture was on the evolution of  
 
culture, which was very interesting as it gave an 
insight into the way cultures form and develop over 
time. The second lecture was called ‘The Madness 
of Success’, and looked at the possible reasons for  

the rise in depression in the professional world. My 
third lecture was around  the idea of anthropology 
and technology, and how one can help the other 
and vice versa, which was also interesting. The final 
lecture was entitled ‘When South Asians were 
White, Humans had One Biological Sex, And Other 
Surprising Tales of Modern Life’ which turned more 
into a discussion of race. 
Overall, the day was fun and very interesting and 
changed my perspective of the world. I recommend 
Anthropology highly to anyone considering it. 

Adam Dykes 12RAM 
 
 
Year 7 Hindu Temple Trip 
In June, all Year 7s took a trip to Neasden to visit 
BAPS Shri Swaminarayan Hindu temple.The 
students marvelled at the beauty of this place of 
worship, a very ornate, bright and majestic building, 
with a breathtaking interior, in extremely fine and 
beautifully carved white marble, representing 
various deities and floral patterns.  
The account of how the temple was built took a 
colossal community effort - from the funding, the 
planning stages, to procuring the materials (white 
marble from Carrara, Italy), the actual building work 
and the amount of labour and skill required.The 
students asked interesting questions on the Hindu 
faith, and our host entertained them with grace and 
humour. The most engaging part was the Arti 
ceremony - the ritual prayer.  Students enjoyed the 
multi-sensory experience as the priests chanted, 
burnt incense, rang bells to awaken the divinity and 
made food offerings. After this, students admired up 
close the beautiful statues and carvings. 
I was glad to organise this trip for the first time, and 
extremely impressed by the students’ interest and 

behaviour.Their knowledge of Hinduism was 
certainly enriched; for many this was the first time 
they had visited a place of worship of another 
religion. This is a great way to foster harmony and 
mutual knowledge and understanding between 
different faiths and communities in our society- of 
crucial importance for these times.  
Many thanks to all the staff who accompanied the 
trip, for their invaluable support: Miss Pearson, Miss 
Petrie, Mrs Everett, Miss Muirhead, Mr Costar, Mr 
Asker, Mrs Lasoye, Miss Scott, Miss Fuwa, Mr 
Risdon and Ms Ferguson.  
Ms Contini, FBCS Dept 

 

Geography News     Google Expeditions 
What a year we have had in Geography. New 
teachers, new after school clubs and support 
sessions, new subject prefects, virtual reality 
goggles, trips, new Goscars and a mass of 
creativity. 
The creativity this year has seen awe-inspiring with 
weather equipment made by Year 7, (this is on 
display in the library), 3D models for the structure of 
the earth and cake. Phoebe McIntyre made 
cup-cakes to celebrate the different types of 
weather throughout the UK. 

Many Geography classes got to take part in a virtual 
expedition when Google came into school for the 
day and took us all on an amazing virtual tour of 
underwater worlds, Mount Everest, tropical jungles 
and Venice. The experience made you feel like you 
were really there and that you could reach out and 
touch the things you were seeing, while in actual 
fact we were in the hall in school. This was an  
amazing start to the year and has meant that the 
Department now have a set of these fabulous 

 



goggles to use in lessons. 
 

Virtual Reality Visits 
Congratulations to Charlotte Allen 9F on her Jack 
Petchey award of £250. Charlotte decided to invest 
this money into the Geography Department to 
purchase some Virtual Reality headsets, enabling 
every classroom to go anywhere in the world and to 
explore the world – ‘The art of the possible’ 
This resource will be a fantastic tool within our 
classrooms that will allow students to explore 
different landscapes both physical and human and 
enable them to visualise, and make connections 
with the different places that we study. Charlotte’s 
class have 
already 
had a go 
and the 
experience 
was 
fantastic. 
Charlotte 
is one of 
the top 
Geography students in her year – She is 
hard-working, helpful to peers and always engaged 
and wanting to know more. She has a true passion 
for the subject. 
It was with great pleasure that we were able to 
acknowledge Charlotte’s kindness to the 
department with a plaque. This was revealed on 5th 
July to much applause from her fellow students. 
Her blue plaque is outside the Geography office. 
Thank you Charlotte for choosing Geography and 
for being such a pleasure to teach! 
 
KS3 Geography club: 
PASSPORT TO THE WORLD 
This year Geography Club was amazing - it was full 
of creativity and fun. 
Every week was a hive of activity and inspired me 
and others to create amazing works of art. 
Some of this can be viewed in the library. One of 
my favourite creations this year was making the 
globes; I coloured in map of the world with flags 
corresponding to the countries and covered a 
balloon with papier mache to create the globe .  
Then I waited for the globe to dry before painting it 
blue. I cut and stuck my map before vanishing my 
globe. I have also made a stained glass window for 
display. I was asked what my favourite part of the 
year was but I couldn’t find my favourite so I 

decided that just being surrounded by the love of 
Geography was my favourite part of the year. 
I recommend Geography Club to anyone who loves 
Geography or creativity or biscuits.  
Next year there is going to be more creativity and, 
for the first time, KS3 Geography Prefects! 
Max Armstrong-Moulinie, 7K 
 

Trips 
There have been loads of trips this year in 
Geography including day trips, virtual trips and 
international trips. 
Docklands: the most recent saw all of Year 7 visit 
St Katherines Dock and the Docklands in London. 
Students got to put some of their geographical skills 
into practice as well as see regeneration 
programmes across two very different sites. 
Year 13 IB students had a one day trip exploring 
Notting Hill and Portland road, looking at a wealth of 
geographical urban issues, including,  gentrification, 
ethnic enclaves wealth and disparity.  
 
 

ICELAND - another fabulous trip, thanks to Ms 
Thurlow for organising. We took in the famous 
sights including Gullfoss Waterfall the North Atlantic 
ridge and visited Reykjavik. 
 

 



We also got lucky and  saw the breath-taking 
northern lights..they really were as good as 
everyone says.  
Rewards in Geography got a new look .. the 
GOSCARS arrived in Spring this year and what a 
stir they have caused as they are judged by such a 
world famous panel. 
These awards are about recognising students who 

do something special within their class and that 
show a constant sparkle in their eye for Geography. 
As a department we like to recognise students for 
creativity, thinking outside the box when it comes to 
their learning. Once you have been on the Goscars 
board you are then awarded a place in the Hall of 
Fame. What will you do next year to get on the 
board? 
Mrs Belton-Owen, Geography Department 

 
 

History News 
Year 10 History Visit to the Imperial War Museum Holocaust Exhibition 

In June the Year 10 History classes visited the Imperial War Museum to experience 
the Holocaust exhibition. After a long coach journey, we finally arrived at the 
museum to be greeted by our guide. We were then given audio headsets to 
accompany us through the exhibition. Before leaving in smaller groups to explore, 
we discussed our prior knowledge of the subject. Our initial understanding of the 
Holocaust was the sole persecution of the Jews by the Nazis, led by Adolf Hitler, 
however we didn’t think any of us truly understood the atrocities of the genocidal 
event. 

During our time we saw various types of evidence to show the progression of the 
Nazis and how their extremist views became a reality. Firstly, we met 

the few survivors who would tell their stories throughout the exhibition. We learnt that the Nazis used 
many organisations and propaganda campaigns to indoctrinate the younger generations. These 
included collecting youth groups, bright posters and leaflets and powerful speeches from charismatic 
individuals such as Hitler and Goebbels. The Holocaust targeted more groups than simply the Jews. 
The physically and mentally disabled were gathered up and used as experiments until they were 
eventually killed, which Hitler termed euthanasia. One of the hardest hitting artefacts contained a 
dissecting table used for these experiments. We also saw a model of a section of Auschwitz painted in all white 
created from photos smuggled by some of the captives. We were struck by the complexity of the concentration 
camps and horrified by how the Jews were deceived by the Nazis into believing they were going to be taken care 
of. It also showed the systematic nature of the Nazis and their methods of killing. There was a remarkable display 
of thousands of objects that the Jews had possessed and carried into camps; for example many dolls, diaries and 
drawings from young children. Finally, at the end of the exhibition we saw the fates of those responsible for the 
Holocaust and how the lives of the survivors have carried on after their traumatic years in camps.  

After our lunch, we were able to visit the rest of the museum which included information on the 
Homefront, the role of women and espionage until our coach arrived to go back home. 

Amy Britton and Saki Okada, Year 10 

 

Languages 
News    MFL Report 
This has been another extremely busy and 
successful year in the Modern Languages 
department. Here are just a few of the things we 
have been up to:  
  

 



International Week  
Back in September, the school held its annual 
International Week, where the whole school 
celebrates different cultures, traditions and 
languages from around the globe. As usual, this 
culminated in another successful International Day, 
where staff and students alike wore internationally 
themed costumes, and years 7-10 took part in a 
range of special lessons designed for the day. 
Highlights this year included costumes imaginative 
costumes (such as Ikea boxes to represent 
Sweden), to delicious Jamaican jerk chicken in the 
canteen, to some excellent salsa dancing in the 
gym. Many thanks to all the staff who made it such 
a success.  

  
Europa Town 
Another big annual event for languages is the 
school’s ‘Europa Town’ marketplace, where we 
invite year 5 and 6 pupils from local primary schools 
to use their languages in a mock marketplace in the 
hall.  As usual we had primary schools for French, 
but for the first time ever we also conducted 
sessions in Spanish. 6th formers and year 11 
language leaders helped to man the stalls and 
worked hard to make sure the primary school pupils 
spoke the right language. Their support and 
enthusiasm was instrumental to the day’s success! 
 
 
International Bake Off Competition 
Another first this year was the first International 
Bake Off, which took the much-loved Great British 
Bake Off competition and gave it an international 

twist. Students simply had to bake and submit a 
cake that represented another country. Some 
bakers chose European recipes from countries such 
as Switzerland and Hungary, whilst others went 
further afield with recipes all the way from Australia 
and New Zealand. The judges thought that all the 
cakes entered were delicious and it was fantastic to 
see our students’ baking talents. 
 
KS4 Public Speaking Competition 
This year’s public speaking competition gave all 
students in year 10 a chance to give an inspiring, 
thought-provoking speech in either French or 
German. Every student in the year prepared a 
speech, from which several finalists were chosen.  

  
The finale of the 
competition took place in 
the school hall in front of 
both the entire year group 
and a panel of judges - Mrs 
Meyer, Dr Symons and Mr 
Elphick! Although this may 
seem like a daunting task, 
the finalists confidently and 
eloquently gave their 
presentations whilst the 
year listened and supported 
them. From the finalists an 
overall winner for both 
French and German were 
chosen -  Katy Jebson for 
French and Rosie Burrows 
for German. 
Congratulations to them 
and all of year 10 for 

producing such great speeches.  
 
KS5 Debate Competition  
For our KS5 language learners, Bexley Grammar 
hosted a debate competition with other schools in 
the borough to debate the question “Mass media 
holds too much influence over politics”. This is by 
no means an easy topic to discuss, let alone in 
another language, but the debates gave our sixth 
formers an opportunity to be spontaneous with their 
language and to challenge each other’s ideas. 
Debates took place for French, German, Spanish, 
Italian, Chinese and Japanese, and the standard of 
the debates was very high. Well done to all those 
who took part.  
Mr Gallimore, MFL Dept 

 



   
 

 
 
Magnificent M§laga! 
 
On Sunday 11th June, with full anticipation, Mr 
Stewart, Miss Orchard and an excited troop of year 
10 Spanish students headed for Gatwick Airport to 
catch the flight to Málaga, Spain -   a beautiful 
coastal town with fascinating landscapes... and the 
beach – breathtaking!. 
Upon arrival, we were greeted not only by the lovely 
scenery and beauty of Málaga, but also by intense 
heat! There was a happy reunion with our Spanish 
exchange partners who left London not quite four 
weeks ago. Sunday evening was lovely as our 
Spanish friends took us out, to take in the “Sights 
and Sounds” of Málaga. We strolled down to the 
port and had dinner at a traditional Spanish 
restaurant. 
 
Monday morning we were up bright and early and 
headed off to school (Maristas) with our partners. It 
was interesting to experience a very different school 
life to in the UK. There was no school uniform for 
the students of Maristas, which was cool. They 
could wear whatever they wanted, but in line with 
some set school rules. Their classroom style and 
set up was also different as they had blackboards 
and the teachers used chalk to write. We received 
overwhelming attention in the school on our first day 
but it was quite enjoyable. After school, we went to 
the Picasso museum which was extremely 
enriching and also very interesting as we learnt 
about Pablo Picasso’s life and his art.  
 
Tuesday, after school we visited a local café and 
tasted the popular ‘churros con chocolate’. We went 
sightseeing with our Spanish partners and visited a 
cathedral in the centre of Málaga. The buskers 
there certainly caught our attention and we had an 
especially good time dancing to the music of a 
young guitarist who later featured us in his music 
video on YouTube! To wrap the day up, we relaxed 
at the beach, dipping in the refreshingly cool sea 
before having dinner at a restaurant by the beach. 
 
Wednesday was our last day with our partners at 
their school which meant saying goodbyes to some 
of the other students.After school, a few of us went 
on a Segway tour of Málaga which was probably 

the most fun part of the trip for us. Later that 
evening some of us met up at the swimming pool 
hanging out till late. 
 
Early Thursday morning we took a coach down to a 
tour of Córdoba about an hour and half drive away. 
Despite the immense heat of 41˚C, we were able to 
visit the famous Mezquita.  Lunch at a Tapas bar 
involved many Spanish delicacies: ‘las gambas’ 
(prawns), ‘las croquetas’ (croquettes), ‘gazpacho’ 
(cold tomato soup). We had shopping time for 
presents and souvenirs and explored Córdoba on 
our own. 
 
Friday was our last full day in Spain and we 
certainly made the most of it. We started the day 
learning some Spanish Sevillanas dancing that was 
taught to us by a very talented Maristas student. 
It was fun watching Mr Stewart showcase his great 

dance moves! Later we boarded a coach to 
Aqualand, a large water park with some of the most 
thrilling rides ever. We took full advantage of our six 
hours there and our unlimited pass on all the rides 
by going on even the scariest ride called Kamikaze. 
The day ended with ‘una fiesta’ with all the Spanish 
and English students together for the last night. The 
food, music, dancing and atmosphere made that 
night such an unforgettable one.  
 
Saturday, we savoured the last moments of Málaga 
in the morning by taking many more pictures and 
doing some last minute shopping for souvenirs. In 
the afternoon,  we said goodbyes and even more 
tears were shed than the last time we had to say 
goodbye in London. We promised each other that it 

 




