
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year From the Editors! 
We hope you enjoy this 2016 edition of the 
BGS School Magazine and we would love to 
give a big thank you to Mrs Johnson and the 
rest of the magazine team! 

Mr Elphickôs Christmas 
Message 

Welcome to the Christmas edition of the BGS 
magazine!  

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
Mrs Johnson and her team of creative 
students who work so hard to produce this 
publication. I hope you enjoy it. 

As the autumn term draws to a close we look 
back over these vital first weeks and months 
of the academic year. Our new Year 7 
students are now settled into the life of the 
school and by just after half term their 
parents had met form tutors, attended a 
Music Concert involving every Year 7 student 
and enjoyed a BBQ here in school. Similarly, 
in the Sixth Form, over one hundred students 
from many local schools joined our own 
students and together, quickly established 
themselves as a strong Year 12 group with 
exciting potential. 

This is also the term where the whole 
recruitment process begins again; we held 
inspiring, vibrant and successful open events 
for prospective Year 7 students and a few 
weeks later, three similarly successful 
evenings for prospective Year 12 students, 
one for our own and two for those from 
other schools. The Sixth Form open events 
were particularly important and informative 
events because they mark our first fully-IB 
cohort, the culmination of over a decade of 
commitment to this world-class diploma 
programme. As always, the overwhelmingly 
positive feedback is about how approachable 
and friendly our students and staff are – 
complete strangers to the school report that 

those they talk to on these evenings 
genuinely care. 

At the time of writing, we have just heard 
news which means that a BGS record of 20 
students have been offered interviews for 
Oxbridge! To get such numbers says a great 
deal about the quality of our students, the 
expertise of their subject teachers, and the 
sheer hard work that Mrs Stoddard and the 
Sixth Form Team put in. By the time you read 
this, students will have been interviewed in a 
range of subjects including English, French, 
Spanish, German, Italian, Economics, 
Classics, Medicine, Chemistry, History, 
Psychology and Law.  

You may have heard how successful our 
entirely refurbished Library is proving. 
Relocated over the summer, it is now central 
in the school and is a haven for readers and 
those researching or catching up on 
homework. 

Although there is not much to show of it yet, 
the foundations of the new Performing Arts 
Auditorium have been laid. The Auditorium 
will have retractable seating for 200 people 
and underneath will be a new Sixth Form 
study area. I hope the Spring Edition of this 
magazine will have a photo of more than 
some concrete foundations! 




