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You have brains in your head.
You have feet in your shoes.
You can steer yourself in any

direction you choose.
- Dr Seuss
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What is the Independent Learning Project?

The Independent Learning Project is a new project which will develop and extend one or
more of your academic subject areas and/or an area of personal interest or activity outside
your main programme of study. It will be based on a topic chosen by you and agreed as
appropriate by your tutor. The project is personal so therefore it should be on a topic that
motivates and interests you!

The project will consist of three parts:
● The outcome (what you produce)
● Evidence posts (what you are planning)
● Reflection (evaluating what you have done)

The Independent Learning Project is a mini version of the Extended Essay, which is a
compulsory part of the IB diploma that you will do in year 12. The Independent Learning
Project will enable you to start to develop the skills needed in order to successfully complete
the Extended Essay in year 12. We appreciate that this is quite a daunting task, so don’t
worry, there are plenty of people that are here to help!

What are the aims of the Independent Learning Project?

The Independent Learning Project aims to encourage and enable students to:

● participate in a sustained, self-directed inquiry

● generate creative new insights and develop deeper understandings through in-depth

investigation

● demonstrate the skills, attitudes and knowledge required to complete a project over

an extended period of time

● communicate effectively in a variety of situations

● demonstrate responsible action through, or as a result of, learning

● appreciate the process of learning and take pride in their accomplishments

● evaluate the product/outcome and reflect on their project and their learning.

What are the requirements of the Independent Learning Project?

In order to complete your Independent Learning project you will be required to:

• choose an area of interest
• draft a title and aims of your project for formal approval by your form tutor
• plan, research and carry out the project, leading to a written report or alternatively a

composition (for example prototype, model, artwork, creative writing)
• provide an evidence post during the process of research and development of the

project
● complete a final reflection on your project
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Assessment criteria

Your work will be reviewed based on these criteria:
● A clear, manageable topic has been identified
● An innovative / unusual topic or angle within your project (eg not a topic which has

been previously covered in Academic subjects; or collecting your own feedback data
using a survey)

● You have produced an investigation (or creative piece) which answers the title of
your project

● You can demonstrate through the work produced that you have applied effort in
researching and preparing your project

● You have used at least 3 different sources of information to research / develop your
ILP

● The ILP is well presented (choice of design, materials, presentation etc)
● You have reflected on your own work in the final reflection using the IB learner

profile

To help you complete your project you will spend every Friday academic monitoring in the
Autumn term working on your research & planning. Your form tutors will deliver sessions to
support you with choosing the correct topic, researching and planning.

There are many different ways of carrying out your project, so the requirements will vary
from project to project. If your idea doesn’t fit into any of these three categories then please
speak to your form tutor or Ms Meacher to organise your personal requirements:

Written pieces = 1000-1500 words
Oral/visual pieces = 5+ minutes long
Composition work = 5+ hours of work

Ideas and examples of Independent Learning Projects

A film
A model/prototype
An essay
A filmed play/performance
A report

Examples:

★ Asylum seekers and their right to live like us - a play

★ Video games as a form of cultural expression - a short film

★ The effect of mass media on teenage identity - a short film

★ What are the key abilities and attributes needed to become a successful rugby

player? - a research essay
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★ The media - does it affect how you see yourself? - art based project on impact of

art/media on body image

★ What makes a good football manager - an investigative report

★ Recyclable materials and their uses - a dress

★ What are the impacts of video games on youth mental health? - an essay

★ The joys and struggles of being a member of the LGBTQ+ community - a play

Remember that it is your project, so choose something that interests you!

Timeline and deadlines
The ability to organise your own use of time and meet the deadlines set are an essential part
of this project. It will mirror the extra freedom and responsibility that you will encounter in
your studies in KS4 & KS5.

Mon 16th October

Fri 3rd November

Project introduced in Assembly

Form tutors to share presentations on : How to choose a topic?

Fri 17th November Deadline for project titles submitted to form tutors
(By 24th November, Form tutors to advise on any changes to titles)
Form tutor presentation : How to research?

Fri 24th November All titles should be submitted. Students can write their title on GC
assignment marked Title & bibliography, to use throughout the project.

December / January
18th December

Planning & researching
Evidence post on GC assignment. Fill in by 12th January.

Fri 12th January Evidence post deadline (on GC assignment)

Fri 19th/26th January Progress check with form tutors. Ask questions etc

January / February Creating/producing project

Monday 26 February ILP complete. Hand in to Tutor

Friday 1 March Self Reflection sheet handed out and filled during form time.
Form Tutor presentation : Assessing ILPs
Students will be assigned a peer by Tutor. Each student will use the next
two form times to read through their partner's ILP and fill the same
reflection sheet.

8th & 15th March 2023 Final reflection post completed
Project marking by peers / moderation by tutors. Tutor collects forms back
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Step-by-step: what do you need to do?

Investigating:

Define a clear goal for your project

Base your project on a personal interest

Create a title for your form tutor to approve

Research your topic thoroughly

Planning:

Make a plan for your project

Record all your ideas/steps in your evidence posts

Make sure you are well-organised

Stick to deadlines

Action:

Create your project

Be creative

Communicate your ideas and consider new ways of doing things

Contact people and ask for help if needed

Reflecting:

Evaluate the success of the project

Use the IB learner profile to reflect on your development as a learner

Assess others’ work

Present your project to peers

Choosing your topic

As you think about what topic to choose, consider the following questions:

● What is something that you have always wanted to learn, but your lessons don’t give

you the opportunity to do so?

● What problem or query would you like to solve?

● How do you like to express yourself? Written? Visually? Performing?

● Will your project have an impact on your life? The school? A community?

Keep your project manageable! We are not asking you to find the meaning of life!
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Weak titles:

How did the age, gender and race of American voters influence their decisions in the

American elections in 2020? - an essay.

Why is this weak? It’s too broad and a massive topic!→ ‘Who am I voting for?’- a play based

on a family’s differing opinions on the American election in 2020

Me speaking Greek - a short film

Why is this weak? It’s too vague and a huge challenge to achieve in a term!→Me ordering

food in a Greek restaurant - a short film

Researching- What is it? How to do it?

Before starting any research, make a note of everything you already know about this topic.

As it’s a topic that interests you, you should already have prior knowledge. However, you

must show evidence of new learning through your project, therefore research will be a

necessary component.

The number and type of resources will vary depending upon the nature of your project;

however, to reach the highest levels of achievement through investigating, you must select a

range of sources and a variety of source types. Your ability to evaluate the reliability of

sources should be developed.

Available sources may include: subject-area content, significant people, survey data,

published media, internet resources (providing a variety of resources), video or audio

recordings, and images.

There are lots of resources in school (teachers, books, students) that can assist you as well as

the Internet.

Keep a log of your research as it will be useful in your evidence posts.
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Planning

In order to successfully complete the Independent Learning Project you are going to have to

be organised and plan your time carefully. You may find the following two planning sheets

helpful. One sheet is to help you prioritise what you want to complete in each Friday

session, and what work you may need to do outside of school. The other sheet will help you

when you start to put your project together, using all your knowledge and research.

Approved title of my project is:

Date During Friday a/m Outside of school

17th November Presentation - How to research

November/

18th December Evidence post assignment

uploaded on GC (Topic marked

ILP)

Winter holiday

12th January Evidence post due

January

19th/26th January Progress check with tutor

February

Half Term

26th February

(Mon)

Hand in your complete ILP to your

Tutor
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Planning sheet

Title of my project:

Desired outcome(s) of my project:
●
●
●

Previous knowledge on topic:

Research - what have I learnt?

Introduction of the project: (use your desired outcomes and previous knowledge)

Main body: (What have you learnt? How does this help you answer your question?)

Conclusion: (What have you found out after doing your research and answering your
question?)
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Evidence Posts

Throughout the project you will need to keep an evidence log of all your findings and your

progress. A GC assignment marked ‘Evidence post/research’ has been created for you to

fill & share with your form tutor, who will track what you have been doing. You will need to

have completed this evidence post to pass the project. Due 12th January.

Below there are questions for you to consider when filling it in:

Evidence Post:

-How did you feel when you first heard about the project?

-What topic have you chosen? How did you come to the decision to choose this topic?

-What do you already know about your topic?

-How are you going to present your topic?

-Have you encountered any difficulties?

- What research have you conducted? Please provide examples e.g. screenshots or notes.

- Have you found it difficult to research your topic? How did you organise planning your

research?

-What skills have you had to use in order to conduct your research?

- What steps do you still need to take in order to complete your project?

This evidence post doesn’t have to be in the form of a block of writing, it could include:

1. Bullet points

2. Mind maps

3. Illustrations

4. Photos of your project

5. Screenshots of research you’ve conducted
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Reflecting

The final part of the project is a Self Reflection. You will do this in form time once you have

completed your project. Your reflection should be approximately 100- 200 words and you

must use the IB learner profile in your reflection. Here are some questions that will help

you with your reflection:

-Are you pleased with your project?

-Have you got the outcome that you wanted?

-What have been your strengths? And your weaknesses?

-If you were to do the project again, would you do anything differently? Why?

-What have you learned about your topic from this project?

-What have you learned about yourself from completing the Independent Learning Project?

Assessment Criteria

You will be assessing each other’s work. Here is the criteria of your assessment:

Evaluate: Met
criteria?

Not met
criteria?

Has the student achieved/answered the title of their project?

Does the finished project reflect that a reasonable level of
effort has gone into the creation of the ILP?

Is the focus or design of the ILP innovative?

Research / sources: Have at least 3 been used to prepare the
ILP?

Presentation: Has the ILP been appropriately presented

How well does the student reflect on their work using the IB
learner profile?

WWW EBI
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