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GCHQ National Language 
Competition 2022 
 
Two weeks ago, twenty three Year 9  
students took part in a national  
language competition hosted by GCHQ, 
one of the three UK Intelligence and  
Security Agencies which provides  
intelligence, protects information and 
informs relevant UK policy to keep  
society safe. GCHQ is of the biggest  
employers of linguists in the UK, with  
42 different languages spoken across 
their workforce. 
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Inspiring art that influences 
new artists everyday…’  
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Alexandre Cabanel 
“That’s my reward for all the trouble I gave myself not to  
submit an average piece of work.” 

 
Alexandre Cabanel was a French painter, who illustrated  
historical, classical and religious subjects, many being extremely 
controversial among other artists. Born on the 28th September 
1823, Alexandre was the 9th child to Pierre-Jean Cabanel and 
Marie Anne Jean Cabanel, and at a young age showed incredible 
artistic talent. Once he was 11 he attended drawing classes at 
the Montpellier's free École des Beaux-Arts, which was run by a 
French painter named Charles Francois Matet. In 1863, the 
Montpellier council awarded Alexandre his first scholarship,  
allowing him to study in Paris at just age 13. 
 
Just 3 years later, Alexandre’s artis-
tic talent was recognized to be so  

incredible, that he was awarded a second scholarship and 
was able to return to Paris and continue his work. His  
father couldn’t afford to send him to Paris, so this was  
considered a major blessing.  
 
A month after his 17th birthday, Alexandre began attend-
ing the School of Painting at the École des Beaux-Arts in 
Paris, where he was taught by François-Edouard Picot.  
 
Recognition and Success 
In 1843 at age 19, Alexandre displayed his first major  
painting titled Agony in the Garden. As he was attending 
L’École des Beaux-Arts, he had one goal; to have one of his paintings accepted into the 
Prix de Rome Art competition, which would grant the winner a scholarship to allow 
them to study for a number of years at the Villa Medici in Rome.  
 
A few months later, he entered a work titled “Odysseus is Recognised by his Servant”, 
and again in 1844 with a work titled “Envoys of the Senate offer the Dictatorship to 
Cincinnatus”, however, he only received sixth place.  Alexandre received better luck in 
the 1845 competition when his work, “The Mocking of Christ” was awarded second 
place.  
 
In 1846 Alexandre arrived in Rome, where he met Alfred Buyas, who was the son of a 
wealthy banker. He originally intended to also become a professional artist, however, 
his father wanted him to become a partner in his bank. Alfred loved to paint, though 
after realising he would never become a great artist, he became an avid collector of 
art. He supported Alexandre during his stay in Rome, and as a repayment Alexandre 
created a portrait of Alfred.  
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Controversy and More Success 
In 1846 Alexandre painted a large painting of Orestes, son 
of Agamemnon, but the academy judges despised it. They 
rejected it and said it was “an oversized and inept  
composition”. 
 
Despite this rejection, Alexandre was inspired by John  
Milton’s “Paradise Lost”, and created one of his most  
recognisable paintings yet, “Lucifer”. This was the first  
depiction of the devil submitted by a student, and caused 
huge controversy among other students and the public. 
The judges were shocked and appalled, considering it too 
romanticist in Alexandre’s style. 
It was promptly rejected. It 
took Alexandre 3 years with his 
painting “Death of Moses” to 

win over the judges. From that point on, he created a  
consistent legacy of melodramatic and hugely successful 
artwork.  
 
He continued to create paintings almost always featuring 
religious and historical figures, until his death on the 23rd 
January 1889 at the age of 65. Many of Alexandre’s  
paintings are currently displayed in museums, such as the 
Musée Fabre in Montpellier, Musée d'Orsay in Paris, Dahesh 
Museum of Art, and many more.  
 
Alex Potocnik Hahonina 
Year 9, BGS Art Prefect 

 

 

https://arthistoryproject.com/artists/alexandre-cabanel/orestes/
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Respect yourself and others will respect you  



www.bexleygs.co.uk                                                            Page 7    

PE News 

Girls’ Football 
The U18 girls produced a brilliant performance in 
their league game against Beths on Thursday, 
winning 11-0. Freya managed to score 4!  The 
girls are up to 3rd in the table. Great work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

London Youth Games Cross 
Country Competition 
Well done to Lucas Drake and  
Austin Tanner who represented 
Bexley in the London Youth Games 
Cross Country competition at  
Parliament Hill Fields on Hampstead 
Heath. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Table Tennis 
Well done also to Dylan Banks (Year 9) 
who picked up 4 wins out of 5 for Cleeve 
Park table tennis club to help the club to 
top of their league at the moment. 
 
Mr Lines Head of PE 

 
 
 
 

Year 7 Football 
On a miserable wet and windy afternoon the BGS Year 7 
squad gave a fantastic performance to win 10-0 against 
King Henry School. As England beat Iran, a few of the 
team were giving Southgate a selection headache for  
future world cup squads. Yet more pupils managed to 
make their debut for the school which shows the strength 
of this year's footballers. Congratulations to all involved! 
 
Mr Mackle, PE Department 
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We have been trialling the use of leggings as part of 
our PE kit for girls in our GCSE PE classes.  Some 
students have found them preferable to the shorts or 
tracksuit bottoms previously used.  We are now  
happy to extend this kit choice to girls in all 
years.  Leggings with BGS badges are available from 
Casey's.  We are happy for plain black leggings to be 
purchased elsewhere, but please ensure that they 
are sportswear, and are suitably opaque.  If we do 
not feel that leggings are suitable for PE we may ask 
your daughter to wear shorts instead. 
 
Mr Lines, Head of PE 

Student Successes in the Music Department 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congratulations to Nathan Singleton, 12ECG, for passing his ARSM  
Clarinet Exam with Distinction! Nathan had to perform 30 minutes of  
challenging music to examiners, which is a feat for any performer. 

 
 
 
 
Congratulations also to Mia Nguyen, 
9PDH, who has successfully auditioned for the London 
Schools Symphony Orchestra (LSSO). Mia will get the  
opportunity to work with distinguished conductors on a 
variety of orchestral repertoire and accompanying some of 
the world’s up-and-coming soloists.  
 
We love to hear good news stories from our students. 

Please let us know in the music department! 
 
Mrs Goddard, Head of Music 
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Growth Mindset: Thinking Traps 
This week, as part of our Sixth Form Life Skills, we looked at the following Thinking 

Traps and how these would affect our learning behaviours. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Humans are hard-wired to focus on the negative and so we often fall into thinking 
traps without us realising. 
 

To help us move forward, we first need to Acknowledge that we have fallen into a 
trap. 
 

We then need to Challenge our thinking.   
 

This enables us to Take action to make progress. 
 

In short, we need to ACT 
 

Students were then set the challenge of rethinking some of their  
negative mindsets using this acronym.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

One of the best ways to practise doing this is with a friend - we are often much 
kinder to our friends than we are with ourselves! Next time you catch your friend 
falling into a thinking trap, think about how you could support them to Challenge 
their thinking. 
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Safeguarding Update 
 

PhoneSmart License - Preparing your kids 
to be kind and stay safe online 
 
EE provides a course for parents and children to help 
navigate the world when using smartphones. This is 
available to users of any network. It covers key aspects 
of online behaviour, from cyberbullying to fake news and 
has fun quizzes, interactive elements and pop-up facts to 
help children learn vital online do’s and don’ts. Par-
ent and guardians also get their own dashboards to 
check on your child’s progress, follow the Episodes they 
are doing and get extra support and resources.  
 
You can download this here: 
https://eephonesmart.co.uk/ 
 
Mr S Auckland, DSL and Deputy Head 

Important information for all GCSE students  
 
Please note, contingency days are timetabled for the afternoons of 
8th and 15th June, as well as Wednesday 28th June 2023. 
These contingency days are designed to be used in the event of  
national or significant local disruption to examinations. 
 
This means that all exam candidates must be available to sit 
exams from the date of their first exam until Wednesday 
28th June 2023. 
 
This decision is not a school decision and does apply to all candidates 
in all schools. 
 
Please click on the link here  t o view the provision GCSE examination 
timetable 2023. 
 
Mrs Bono 
Examinations Officer 

https://eephonesmart.co.uk/
https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2399&type=pdf
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe31ZH4SOzkCThLZBKnUT883o_AxHJaVkMiJTTGwElHaRCbXA/viewform
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScDBfH-1Na9UHYXsWWYUO2izFaWWB5Q1z52jHonpMaBh8KnyA/viewform?vc=0&c=0&w=1&flr=0
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https://www.end2endtv.co.uk/
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News items you may have missed 
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https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bgs-christmas-concert-tickets-458440075607
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/bgs-christmas-concert-tickets-458440075607
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Emil and The Detectives adapted by Carl Miller  
written by Erich Kästnor. 
 
Performance dates; 
 
Wednesday 7th December 7pm 
Thursday 8th December 5pm 
Friday 9th December 7pm 
Adults £8.00 
Children/ Concessions £5 
Family (4 tickets, at least 2 children) £20 
 
Growing up is the most exciting adventure of all. 
 
Featuring live band (performed and composed by  
students). Projections (designed and animated by students), an exciting lighting 
design (yes, by  
students), period costumes and props (also by students) and a huge ensemble 
of 96 actors (all students) directed by a teacher… 
 
Join young Emil as he says goodbye to his mother, leaves his small town and 
sets off on a journey that will change his life. When his money is stolen on the 
train by a mysterious stranger, Emil thinks he’s lost everything. But as he starts 
tracking down the thief, he soon discovers that he’s not alone in the big city  
after all. For this classic tale of a boy learning to rely on himself – and on his 
new detective friends – the BGS Theatre stage transforms into 1920s Berlin: a 
place full of surprises and danger, where everything moves at the speed of 
your imagination. 
 
This performance is suitable for children aged 1 to 101. Come and join us for 
an exciting and fun celebration of our wonderful students’ talents. 
 
Ticket link: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emil-and-the-detectives-

tickets-459955418037 
 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emil-and-the-detectives-tickets-459955418037
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/emil-and-the-detectives-tickets-459955418037
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Click on the link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI to watch 
the show trailer created by Sophia Barry, Year 13 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gjmn6Ju0gwI
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Request for costumes for  
the school production 

 
This year's school play 'Emil and The Detectives' is well  
underway and the cast are very excited to share the 
show with you in December (tickets will be on sale 
soon). 
 

As the play is set in 1929, it requires a lot of period  
costumes to create the correct atmosphere. 
 

Please can I ask if you are able to donate any of the 
following: 
 

Smart shorts (Chinos or school shorts. Not football 
shorts or cargo shorts) as some of the cast are smaller, 
shorts from when students left Year 6 would be  
perfect. These should fit students up to 16, so if an 
older student has grown out of clothes, this would be 
ideal. 
 

Men's Suits Any suit would be great, pinstripe or tweed 
would be ideal. These need to fit children, so again ones 
that are grown out of or belonged to a slender/  
shorter man, please. 
 

Long Dresses/ Skirts Anything below the knee is  
acceptable, more for everyday wear than glamorous (we 
have those dresses). These will be worn by adult  
characters, rather than children characters, so needn't 
be too small- anything up to size 10, or children's 16.  
 

Pinafores or Gingham Dresses Again, if you have these 
left over from primary school, these are for 'child'  
characters so may fit. 
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White Top Hat 
 

Shirts  
If you have any shirts, plain pullovers, hats or long 
socks that would suit the period they will be greatly 
received. 
 
Please email otley_h@bexleygs.co.uk  if you have any of 
these items and are willing to donate them. 
 
Thank you  

mailto:otley_h@bexleygs.co.uk
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Native speakers of Spanish, French, German, 
Italian or Chinese… 

 
We are looking for members of our school community, who are native 
speakers of Spanish, French, German, Italian or Chinese, who would 
like to join our amazing team of Modern Foreign Language teachers 
in September 2022 in maximising the exposure our Sixth Form  
students have to authentic conversation in their chosen language of 
study.  
 
The Language team would organise a schedule around your availabil-
ity, which would allow for small workshops and conversation classes 
of 2-5 students. We are looking for native speakers who could ask 
students questions and support them to articulate and develop their 
responses accurately. Our Language teachers would support you with 
the planning of the workshops and topics for discussion. Topics are 
interesting and include: Identity, Traditions, Tourism, 
Food, Culture, School Systems, Equality and The  
Environment. 
 
If you would like to know more, please see this link to 
our FLA Advert here (also available on the 
school website). Alternatively you can email 
reed_j@bexleygs.co.uk. We would  
welcome the chance to include our wider 
community in our mission to continue to 
provide an outstanding curriculum. 
 
The MFL Team 

https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/news/?pid=129&nid=4&storyid=1341
mailto:reed_j@bexxleygs.co.uk
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How to apply for Free School Meals 
 

Are you entitled to free school meals? Click on the link 
here to check your  
eligibility. 

Lost Property 
 

If your child has lost any of the items shown above or anything else, please click 
on the link here to report lost property or email us directly  
reception@bexleygs.co.uk. 
 
Reception Team 

November 
Thursday 24th ~ Nordmann Fir Xmas Tree orders due (see notice) 
 
Monday 28th ~ Appointment booking opens at 12 noon for Year 13 Parents’ Evening  
                       (letter here) 
                    ~ BGS Christmas Concert 6– 8.30pm (see poster) 
Tuesday 29th ~ Power Day 2 
 
December 
Monday 5th ~ Appointment booking closes at 12 noon for Year 13 Parents’ Evening  
Tuesday 6th ~ Year 13 Virtual Parents’ Evening (letter follow soon) 
Wednesday 7th,  Thursday 8th & Friday 9th ~ BGS Christmas Production  
‘Emil and the Detective’ (see poster) 
 
Monday 12th ~ PA Meeting & Social (see notice) 
Friday 16th ~ Final day of autumn term (all students in school) 
 

January 2023 
Tuesday 3rd ~ First day of the spring term (all students in school) 
 
Tuesday 10th ~ Year 12 Virtual Parents’ Evening  
 
Tuesday 24th ~ Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening for CORE SUBJECTS  
 
Tuesday 31st ~  Inset Day (school closed to student) 
 

February  
Tuesday 7th ~ Year 9 in person Options Evening for OPTION SUBJECTS   
 

June 2023 
Wednesday 28th ~ GCSE EXAMS CONTINGENCY DAY (see notice) 

Forthcoming Events 

https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2378&type=pdf
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScxMu-1-RTQnBE-Jq7vHRlNGLtaoTw7GXW4ovPT_CeX6j7qgQ/viewform
mailto:reception@bexleygs.co.uk
https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2409&type=pdf

