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My experience at BGS so far. 
 
I thought that joining BGS as an  
external student would be really  
challenging. I previously attend-
ed an academy where I had 
been since the age of 10. Things 
were always familiar and I was 
very comfortable. Then post-16, 
I decided to come to Bexley 
Grammar in order to start a new 
chapter and better my education 

with the broad subjects the IB diploma had to give me. 
My first week of Bexley Grammar was daunting and it 
was quite hard to adjust to a new setting, to new people 
and frankly a new way of life.  I remember sitting in the 
assembly hall and listening to Mr Elphick talk about the 
pride he has being the Headteacher and I immediately 
felt a sense of ‘I think I’m going to like it here’. 
 
I came here thinking, I probably won’t make friends as I 
was quite shy and it will just be two years of me just 
dragging my feet before I leave. Well BGS proved me 
completely wrong! I made fantastic friends within the 
first two weeks, especially at the Year 12 welcome BBQ 
where we found external students had had the same 
worry. In terms of teaching, BGS teaching has been  
absolutely phenomenal. I haven’t left a lesson being  
bewildered. Teachers in this school care for their  
student’s progression in terms of learning and in terms  
of wellbeing as well. 
 
Quickly what became the most daunting change of my 
life so far became one of my happiest moments. BGS  
has made me feel like a part of the school the moment I 
stepped foot inside. Even in terms of the IB itself, the 
school has reassured me that I can achieve anything. 
There have already been so many fantastic opportunities 
such as STEM talks, House sports and there are many 
more that are upcoming. 
 
I can confidently say I am so happy I came to Bexley 
Grammar School and I’m so excited for what’s to come. 
 
Jola, Former Haberdashers Crayford Academy student 
 

 

Sixth Form Open  
Experience Edition  
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 My Experiences as an International student 
 

It may seem weird to decide to up and leave your home country, 
leave everything you know and leave everything you’re comfortable 
with behind, but for me it was a pretty clear decision. If I wanted to 
pursue the future I envisioned, staying in Jamaica was not an option 
for me. It took months of independent planning, research about  
different Sixth Form programmes (A-Level, IB, CAPE, TOPIK etc.) to 
plan around that and looking at my own interests to see what I could 
get out of exploring different options. After all that, the International 
Baccalaureate was the only thing that really impressed me with the 
wide range of subjects it had to offer, including some subjects that I 
had never heard of. I searched for IB schools on every continent  
possible, Africa, Asia, The Americas, Australia, but all I saw were  

implausible, improbable options. However, Bexley Grammar was one of the only non-
independent schools to offer the IB and I knew it was the school for me - I even had to wait 
an extra year to apply as I had missed the deadline!  
 
After several agonising and anticipatory months, the time finally came for me to travel to  
England for the first time to live there. I got here about 6 weeks ago, I know, not that long 
ago, and now I can say that I go to Bexley Grammar School. I had great first impressions of 
the school and my first thought was how big it was in comparison to my school in Jamaica.  
 
Everything to me is new and beautiful; yes I know how odd that is to say because you’ve 
lived here all your life so I don’t think we’d share the same sentiment on that one. I’ve been 
at Bexley and in London for 6 weeks and I already feel welcomed by the friends I’ve made 
here, teachers and other members of staff. There were and still are a lot of different things 
that I haven’t quite gotten used to or that I found weird like INSET days and week-long half 
term breaks. In Jamaica, you don’t get to choose the school you go to (you are allocated a 
school by the government based on your 11+ exams), so even the idea of an Open Day was 
new to me. The longer I’m here the more I accept and discover about myself and my  
environment, and I know that BGS is the right school for me.    
 
Tahlellah, International student  

 
 
 

 
Being the only person coming to BGS from my secondary school, made 
me very worried about making friends and becoming familiar with all 
the other internal students. However, on the very first day, I already 
felt welcomed by the students and staff of Bexley Grammar, and I 
found that I was able to make friends so easily, with both the internal 
and external students! For a while I was also contemplating whether it 
would be the right decision to study the IB, as I was worried if I would 
be able to handle this change; but the teachers in BGS have given us 
time to adjust to this, making the transition from GCSE to the IB much 
easier and less stressful than I was expecting! 
 
Joy, Former Harris Academy Peckham student 
 
 
 

 
Being an external student, I remember having those inevitable hollow feelings of worry  
nearing the first few weeks of starting Sixth Form life. Having to get acquainted to a new 
school which was significantly bigger than my former school, having to get used to the IB 
and how it functions as well as your new chosen subjects and having to attempt to make 
new friends... It can all seem so overwhelming yet BGS makes it so easy and the transition 
between GCSE and IB so incredibly seamless and effortless!  
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 Doing the IB, especially at BGS, makes the Sixth Form life very  
enjoyable as there is a sense of unity amongst my peers and I in the 
sense that we are all going through the IB together.  The teachers 
are very passionate about their subjects and aim to provide teaching 
to the best of their abilities. The upper and lowers years are both 
friendly and welcoming, leaving you feeling as if you have been a 
part of Bexley Grammar since the very beginning.  

 
I am incredibly glad and grateful that I chose to study the IB at BGS. 
The rich diversity of subjects and the incredible people at BGS makes 
me excited to continue and complete my  
IB education at BGS. 

 
Aksan, Former Wilmington Boys’ Grammar student 

 

Change is unsettling. A big change like transitioning from secondary school to Sixth Form is 
daunting.  
 
To an external, Bexley Grammar School can be quite intimidating at a 
first glance, its size and strong sense of community can make you feel 
lost and out of place. As an external coming into Bexley Grammar, I 
was anxious. Was I going to make friends? Would I know my way 
around? What would the teachers be like? Those were just a few of the 
hundred questions running through my mind. However, from my first 
day at Bexley Grammar, I knew that I had made the right choice. 
 
The students and staff were very welcoming, they helped me to settle 
in and transition smoothly. Everyone was more than happy to give up 
their time to help me get around the school, and make me feel comforta-
ble and secure.  
 
I also found the IB is not as challenging as people make it out to be, yes six subjects is a lot 
of work, but you learn your higher and standard subjects at varying levels of difficulty. TOK 
gives you an opportunity to think, and CAS gives you the opportunity to relax. Although 
choosing to study the IB wasn’t easy for me, I don't regret my decision and I’m pleased with 
how it’s been so far, I’m willing to put in the work and BGS provides an immense amount of 
support to ensure that the next two years run smoothly. All six of my subjects are engaging 
and allow me to challenge and develop my understanding, and assist me in understanding 
the world I live in better. 
 
My journey at Bexley Grammar School is off to a good start and I’m excited to see how the 
next two years play out. 
 
Claudia, Former Ark Greenwich Free School student  

 

 

 



Higher Level:  Chemistry, Biology and English  
Standard Level:  German, Maths (Applications and Interpretations) and  
 Anthropology 
 
A typical day for me will start at 8:30, when I register with my form 
group and take down any whole school or year group notices I’ll need 
for the rest of the week (sometimes, I have early morning  
extra-curricular activities or rehearsals for house activities, so this means 
I’m in school earlier). Then it's off to my first lesson which is  
usually chemistry- this can involve anything, from learning about mass 
spectronomy to drawing lewis structures for different molecules. At  
the moment, our focus is on designing and carrying out our Internal  
Assessments (worth 20% of our overall grade) which are a great way to 
show independent thinking and research skills. My next lesson is  
German where the topics range from ‘Experiences’ (‘Erfahrungen’) to 
‘Human Ingenuity’ (‘Menschliche Erfindungsgabe’) and the whole lesson 
is entirely in German- this can be challenging, but is actually amazing 
preparation for the final exams! 
 
After this I have a session of academic monitoring, where we cover topics such as PSHCE and 
UCAS applications as well as personal statements and mental health. Once a week I will have 
a Prefect meeting, where I get together with the Senior Leadership Team and the other  
Prefects to discuss ideas, proposals and issues that have been brought to us by the rest of the 
school. I also have a  ‘Top Universities’ meeting, where we learn about applying to  
Russel group institutions and how best we can maximise our chances of having a successful 
application. After break, I have English where we study and discuss a range of literature  
including ‘The Great Gatsby’ and ‘1984’- doing two sciences at a higher level can be hard 
work, so I really enjoy taking a non-scientific higher subject as it allows me to explore a  
separate passion for reading and develop a different way of thinking.  
 
Then it’s into Maths where we are looking at calculus and differentiation- I found it quite tricky 
to pick which Maths course to study, so I would definitely recommend looking at the content 
of each of them and then basing your decision on that. My penultimate lesson is Biology, a  
really broad subject where we study lots of topics- from genetics and inheritance to plant  
biology, I really enjoy the content of the course and how it is structured. Lunch is next, where 
I can either go out to the local high street or eat inside our newly-refurbished Sixth-Form  
centre. There are also lots of lunchtime extracurricular, such as the Environmental Action 
group and Senior Science Society, which I got involved in at the start of Year 12. There are 
also Medicine and Law groups which are run to support students (like me) who are applying to 
these types of courses at university.  
 
My final lesson of the day is Anthropology, a subject I had never heard of before the first  
year of IB. Despite only being a standard subject, I really enjoy it because we read lots of  
interesting ethnographies and study important contemporary topics like the Black Lives Matter 
movement and the Mediterranean Refugee Crisis. My advice for the lesser-known subjects 
would be to go for it! You never know what secret passions you might discover, if you don’t 
give it a try. After school, I take part in activities such as being a ‘Science Leader’ or helping to 
tutor students lower down the school. As you can see, a day in the life of an IB student is  
never boring- one minute you are studying the structure of the heart, the next you are looking 
at the impact of Coronavirus on the German economy. After such a busy day, it’s time to go 
home, finish my homework and then rewind! 
 
Charlotte 
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Students choose one subject from each of the groups 1 - 6 but in group 
6 may select a further choice from groups 2, 3 or 4 instead of those  
offered in group 6. Students will choose three subjects to study at  
Higher Level and three at Standard Level and their choices should follow 
their interests and enjoyment of a subject. The IB structure encourages 
a balanced choice which includes the essential further study of English 
and Maths but also the depth required through the Higher Subject. 
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Group 1:  English Literature 

Literature & Performance* 

Group 2:  Language 
 

'Beginner' languages are  
available as an alternative for stu-
dents who would like to learn a new 
language. 

Chinese* 

French 

German 

Italian 

Japanese 

Latin 

Spanish 

Group 3:  Individuals and  
Societies 
(Humanities) 

Business  
Management 
Classics* 

Economics** 

Geography 

Global Politics 

History 

Philosophy of  
Religion & Ethics 

Psychology 

Social & Cultural  
Anthropology 

Group 4:  Science Biology 

Chemistry** 

Computer  
Science** 

Design  
Technology** 

Environmental Sys-
tems &  
Societies*1 

Physics** 

Sports, Exercise & 
Health Science 

Group 5:  Mathematics Mathematics - Analysis and  
Approaches 

Mathematics - Applications  
and Interpretations* 

Group 6:  Arts and Electives: 
 

Or a further choice from groups 2, 3 
or 4 above. 

Film** 

Music 

Theatre 

Visual Arts 
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At Bexley Grammar School we are  
constantly providing opportunities for  
students to engage with the wider  
community particularly regarding careers. 
There are many things that our students 
can take part in that are extremely  
beneficial when deciding which university 
courses or career paths they are interest-
ed in and also to provide excellent  
material for those all-important UCAS 
personal statements.  
 
Since September, our Sixth Formers have attended a number of talks in school delivered by 
professionals from a range of different specialisms. Firstly, an ex-student, Tommy Adeyefa, 
gave some insights into what it is like to study Law and provided some inspiration for  
our budding lawyers. This was particularly important as a number of students will be  
attending a mock bar trial later in the year. They will be competing against other schools and 
experiencing the pressures of a real courtroom for themselves. To prepare for this we have 
arranged a qualified barrister, John Robb of Essex Court Chambers to visit our students twice 
to work with them on their preparation- he has also invited students in the past to attend  
actual trials and given them mock interviews if they need them.  
 
Additionally, a large number of BGS students go on to study STEM subjects at university and 
they were treated to three further lectures highlighting just a few of the exciting careers  
that we anticipate they will be moving on to. Dr Siew described her own varied career in  
biochemical research and lecturing that spanned the Atlantic and Ms Sophie Albosh outlined 
her PhD research on quantum technology. Finally, another ex-student, Dr Adam Ling spoke to 
our medical group about his experiences in this challenging career. He is also going to train 
some of our Year 12s to help him support a charity called Eye Heroes: once trained, they will 
be visiting primary schools to teach children to become ambassadors for eye health. 
 
“Almost all students leave the school for higher education, with very many applying and being 
accepted into the most prestigious universities.” - Latest Ofsted report 
 
The Sixth Form team led by Ms Stoddard, runs three groups for Sixth Formers - the Medicine 
Group, the Law Group and the Top Universities Group. In the first two, they discuss relevant 
issues in the news and prepare for interviews and entrance tests. In the third, they discuss 
current affairs, philosophical ideas and how to strengthen an application. These support 
groups are invaluable in preparing for university application processes for both the Oxbridge 
and Russell Group Universities. 
 
We hope that by providing this support and access to these speakers in school, we can 
demonstrate to our students the immense opportunities they have before them and  
encourage them to aim high and challenge themselves to strive for these top careers as we 
know that our students are capable of amazing things and we enjoy celebrating their  
successes year on year. 
 
Ms Lusted, STEM coordinator 
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All students in Year 12 have a fantastic opportunity 
to win funding of up to £500 to spend on a 
“challenge” over the summer before their return in 
Year 13. The money is awarded by the Mark Evison 
Foundation, who have built their charity based on 
the values and characters of Lt Mark Evison, who 
died in 2009 from a gunshot wound while serving 
as a British army officer in Helmand Province,  
Afghanistan. The awards granted must be based on 
these values: challenge, resilience, kindness,  
innovation, integrity and team support. 

This year Bexley Grammar School was granted the most awards of any school in the country! 
The projects had to be challenging for all members of the team and completed on a strict 
budget. Over 40 students challenged themselves with hikes in Scotland, writing and recording 
songs, building a Go-kart from scratch and cycling to Brighton. 

Abbie, Ugne and Kweku did a coast-to-coast cycle (150 miles!). 
This was their highlight: “today included a cycle through the Lake 
District and there is only one word that can describe the views we 
saw: phenomenal. It was exquisite being on top of the hills (which 
were an extremely hard challenge to climb and needed a ton of 
motivational music to get us to the top). But, when we were there, 
it all felt worth it. It felt like we were on top of the world (almost 
quite literally since we were so high up), and the atmosphere was 
incredible” Read more about this challenge here. 

Simon and Ethan built an electric go-kart from raw 
materials. They said “we feel that we got a lot out of 
this opportunity; being able to spread our proverbial 
wings in the maker space was massively rewarding,  
taking skills that we had learnt in a small environment 
(and many of them only being learnt in theory) we were 
able to apply these to a large scale and learn by doing.” 
Read more about this project here. 

George, Michael, Daniel and Harrison w alked Ben 
Nevis. A real challenge but they commented, “we all 
agreed that the hike up Ben Nevis was without a doubt the 
hardest escapade we embarked on with all of us admitting that 
we had underestimated the physical toll it would have on us, 
especially in 27 Degree heat.” Read more about their challenge 
here. 

Please take a look at other reports and photos from various  
challenges below. 
 

Highland Hike 
Song and Music Video 
Loch Ness 
Dartmoor Hike 
Song and Music Video 2 
South Loch Ness Trail 
Cycling to Brighton 
Architectural model of a house 
 

Let’s see what fantastic challenges you’ll get up to during your 
summer! 
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https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-9/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-5/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-11/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-7/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-10-2/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-6/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-4/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-8/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-3/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-2/
https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/award/bexley-grammar-school-2021-11-2/


 
 
 

Peer mentors are a pastoral backbone for many students. They learn 
how to listen and solve problems effectively and also how to deal with 
their peers disclosing details for which they may need professional 
help, and how to pass this information on. They deal with a wide  
variety of problems and are passionate about helping others! 
 
“I love working with the younger students and seeing their  
confidence grow!” 
 

Jenni, Peer Mentor  
 
Here is what happened at one of our Peer Mentor training days: 

 
On Wednesday 11th March, a few Year 12 students and I attended a peer mentor training day 
where we learned a number of different skills that will be beneficial to us as peer mentors. We 
started by defining what a peer mentor was in our own terms and doing some exercises in  
listening to others. We then discussed how to effectively listen and respond when talking to 
students as well as what not to do. In addition to this, we had interesting discussions about 
what was important to us and took part in a fun trust exercise!  
 
This training day was not only useful in learning how to be a 
good peer mentor and getting to know each other, but it was 
also incredibly important in establishing a safe space to explore 
personal experiences as well as worries, which will assist us in 
creating a similar environment for the students that we are  
going to help. As a whole, the training reinforced my reasons 
for wanting to become a peer mentor, as everything we 
learned, demonstrated the importance of having peer mentors 
and how much we could help people. It also allowed me to  
become more comfortable in talking about issues that may 
come up during my time as a peer mentor and assisted me in 
developing my confidence in speaking to others. 
 
Sarah 
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At the LGBT Alliance we believe that having a place to be yourself 
and be accepted for being yourself is one of the most important 
aspects of building a strong community. Through weekly meet-
ings we invite people across the entire school to learn about and 
explore the many aspects of the LGBT community, from its  
history to the future we want to see. Led by an amazing team of 
Sixth Formers and the fabulous Miss Contini, our meetings are full 
of excitement and celebration while allowing for expression and 
reflection on everything that makes us who we are.  

Everyone is always welcome, there’s space for all! 

Samuel 



The house system is particularly important at BGS and this is yet  
another great opportunity to get to know students throughout the 
school. Their general responsibilities are to help with the running of 
the house events, and to advertise these events to members of their 
house to encourage participation. They will supervise, house events 
during and after school, particularly sport, and are expected to run 
rehearsals for house music, drama and dance. 
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What does your role involve? 
 
Prothero - Grace and Molly  
Our role involves running and organising events, such as House Sports and House Music,  
visiting the younger students on a weekly basis and overseeing/delegating roles to the other 
House captains.  
 
Johnson - Hannah & Katie 
We work alongside our other house captains to get as many people involved with the House 
events as we can, support and help them to practise for the events. At the beginning of the 
house year, each House Captain is allocated to a form group within their house and every  
other week, when there isn’t an assembly, we visit our own forms to do activities set by us or 
Mr Asker and prepare for upcoming events by collecting names for teams etc.. This allows 
each form to have a friendly face which they know they can go to if they need help with  
anything house related and beyond.  
 
Mabbs - Anna 
Being a Senior House Captain or even just a House Captain generally entails a substantial  
number of responsibilities, duties and commitments that are all in the favour of your House. 
This should never stop or put anybody off from engaging themselves with a role that guaran-
tees an incredible level of satisfaction when seeing all members of your House across 
the year groups collectively collaborating together towards a common goal. It can be challeng-
ing at times, but this is why there is a very trustworthy selection of House Captains and House 
team members to offer their support and input! 
 

Collins - Olivia 
Our role as senior house captains involves coordinating a team of captains and students,  
competing with other houses in a range of creative and sporting events. We meet with the 
students weekly to organise representatives and to take part in quizzes and challenges that 
the other captains put together. 
 

 
What has been the best part of your role so far? 
 
Prothero - Grace and Molly  
For us, the best part is seeing and celebrating the final outcome of our hard work. The feeling 
of having a finished product is really rewarding and we love being able to help create  
experiences for the younger years, which hopefully inspires them to take part in more events 
in the future.  
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Johnson - Hannah & Katie 
By spending lots of time with other members of Johnson at house events, lots of friendships 
and connections are formed. This is nice when you see everyone from different years greet 
each other when walking around the school. Also, the annual sports day has to be a  
highlight, the amount of encouragement and sportsmanship shown is something that makes 
the role so rewarding. 
 
Mabbs - Anna  
I'd say that the best part of my role has definitely been seeing the excitement and the  
determination that all the students have been channelling towards the House competitions, 
even during times where circumstances may not be pointing towards our favour; it's truly  
wonderful to know that the spirit of all our House members is what motivates one another to 
achieve and persevere, as well as being reminded of the fact that this role is a privilege and an 
absolute joy to be given. 
 
Collins - Olivia 
The best part of the role is definitely the feeling of reward after a house event. Regardless  
of how we place in the competitions, seeing all of our efforts manifest into an amazing  
performance or display makes all the time practising worthwhile. It’s not just the captains that 
get that feeling as well, it’s everyone who gets involved - captains and students alike. 

 



Typically, medical applicants have taken three A-levels in Biology, 
Chemistry and Maths (indeed, this was mainly the case in our 
school before we switched to a completely IB cohort). In other 
schools across the country, this continues to be the case as many 
aspiring medics disregard the IB as a route which is ‘too compli-
cated’ or ‘too much work’. But for me, the IB provided a fantastic 
opportunity not only to study a wider breadth of subjects, but also 
to develop the time management and research skills required in 
such a demanding career.  
 
Were I to take the traditional route to medical school, I would 
probably not have been able to study a language- an increasingly 
sought after skill in today’s world. I would also not have had the chance to study anthropolo-
gy, a subject which has proven crucial in furthering my understanding of the society that our 
NHS treats. But most of all, the IB has taught me that I can do independent investigations to 
produce a piece of research that I am proud of; my Extended Essay in Chemistry allowed me 
to delve into an area that I was really interested in (and is something that will doubtless 
prove invaluable in an interview setting). So if you’re thinking of applying to medicine, don’t 
write off the IB at first glance- there’s a reason why more and more students are choosing to 
study it! 
 
Charlotte 
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The Senior Science Society is a prestigious group of like-minded  
science fanatics who gather every other week at one lunchtime 
to discuss the current news that relates itself in any way to  
science or any other factors or topics that one of our members 
may wish to discuss. Through the course of Year 12 and 13, we 
have attended many lectures online, mainly from Gresham  
College, as well as presented works or topics in which we show 
the most interest or we feel will benefit other members in  
enriching their knowledge and their science subjects taken in 
school. It's great fun and with everyone being involved in  
different areas of science we discuss topics from coding and  
cybersecurity in computer science to quantum physics so there 
really is something for everyone. One of my favourite and most 
recent collections of lectures were on infections presented by Chris Witty which entail  
differentiating modes of transmitting infections as well as some detail on the different viruses 
themselves. It's great fun and a great addition to  
studying an area of science at Bexley Grammar! 
 
Maisy  
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I feel like I speak on many students' behalf when I say the school would not have the same 
flair without the BGS Music department. For example, instead of having the Senior Choir,  
imagine the recent open mornings with an audience of parents spectating silently as a Year 
7 student flawlessly multiplies fractions onstage. It would not only be dull, but would also  
misrepresent the school as whole – which to me (as it is to many) is more of a community 
than an institution. The Music department is integral to this in many different ways, most 
of which I can attest to from personal experience. 
 
The backbone of the department obviously comes from the  
absolutely wonderful music teachers, every single one of which 
clearly genuinely cares about students’ progression. I didn’t use 
to enjoy Music until near the end of Year 9.  I owe the  

Have you ever wanted to make a positive difference? There is 
no better time than now. A particular threat for our generation 
is that of humanity’s impact on our environment.  Decisions 
and policies made today will affect us all in the future, so it’s 
vital that we, as the next generation of leaders, play an active 
role in determining what we want that future to look like. 

If you’re interested in discussing important environmental  
issues, raising awareness, and working to make positive 
change in our school, and for our world, please get in touch! 

Sam 

Over the course of Year 12, there have been numerous texts 
which the Senior Book Club have enjoyed reading. Each half 
term, we read an exhilarating new book and discuss anything 
that we found thought-provoking. Throughout the year, we 
have explored a variety of genres - from borderline existential-
ist books, such as ‘Signs Preceding the End of the World’, to  
modern classics such as ‘Rebecca’. My current favourite is 
‘Oranges Are Not the Only Fruit’ where the author narrates 
from the perspective of a young girl attempting to make sense 
of the world, pushing against rigid religious customs and her 
mother’s almost oppressively ‘traditional’ nature. With the 
chance to experience a wide range of books from a variety of 
time periods, anybody could find a book that captivates them- which only made it all the more 
exciting. I have particularly loved how outlandish the books have been, making sure to include 
texts that are also important- much like the disturbing nature of ‘Lolita’. The Club has  
continued in September where new members are always welcome. 
 
Georgia 
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turnaround which followed almost entirely to my teacher’s support - through which I ended up 
scoring a 9 at GCSE. 
 
In terms of what’s on offer - the variety of clubs and events in which you can participate  
regardless of your abilities will cover everything: 
 
Junior ensembles include Junior Choir, Junior Orchestra, Junior Jazz and Rock School. These 
provide younger students with an opportunity to develop ensemble skills in a relaxed  
environment. 
 
Senior ensembles include Big Band, Senior Choir, Chamber Choir, Symphony Orchestra and an 
Improvisation Group. These ensembles are of a high standard, and have achieved some  
notable successes in recent years. 
 
There are many concerts and events each year, including a large-scale concert every term in 
which all ensembles perform; Key stage showcases offering individual performance  
opportunities; an annual House Music competition; and our annual musical production. 
 
Recent musical productions include ‘Monty Python’s Spamalot’ (2017), ‘School of Rock’ (2018) 
‘Sister Act’ (2019) and ’Little Shop of Horrors’ (2022), all of which involved approximately one 
hundred students performing onstage, working behind the scenes, and playing in the show 
band. 
 
Performing for various clubs and events, particularly in recent years and as House Captain has 
led me to make new friendships with other musicians and develop a breadth of skills I can  
apply to all aspects of my life. 
 
Additionally, there are instrument lessons which most likely cover any instrument you’re  
learning, and Music trips on offer for those interested in touring Europe in a band! 
 
Jack 
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Sixth Form Classics Conference 
 
On Friday 4th November, the BGS Classics department attended a 
sixth form Classics conference at the Harrodian School, in Barnes, 
South West London.  
 
Four prestigious speakers from some of the country’s top  
universities lectured on fascinating classical topics. 
 
Professor Armand D’Angour of Jesus College, Oxford spoke on 
‘The Chorus in Greek Tragedy’; Professor Richard Jenkyns of 
Lady Margret Hall, Oxford on ‘Women in Homer and Virgil’; Dr 
Rosie Wyles of the University of Kent on ‘Violence and Athenian 
Civic Identity’; Dr Mairéad McAuley of University College London 
on ‘Transgender Antiquity’. 
 
The class favourite, ‘The Chorus in Greek Tragedy’, explored  
ancient musical notation, the various modes of music and the 
sounds of ancient Greek instruments. Professor Armand D’Angour 
engaged with the musical accompaniments to the ‘Ode to Man’ 
verse from Sophocles’ Antigone, and parts of the chorus from Euripides’ Orestes, much of 
which he had reconstructed himself! We were lucky enough to hear parts of the  
reconstructed passages sung as the Chorus would have done in 441 BC. 
 
Coffee and tea breaks were an excellent opportunity to discuss, exchange opinions and even 
debate with fellow classicists on the fascinating topics of the ancient world. 
 
Overall, the day proved to be an enlightening and thoroughly enjoyable experience, witness-
ing the great breadth of topics Classics has to offer and discovering their recent break-
throughs. 
 
Siona Canaj and Matthew Linane, 
Year 12 Classics Prefects 

 

Images: 
Top Right: Professor Armand D’Angour 
Top Right: An ancient Greek aulos 
Bottom, left to right: Professor Richard Jenkyns, Dr Rosie Wyles, and  Dr Mairéad McAuley 
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BGS Sixth Formers meet published debut novelist! 
 
Earlier in the month, the Senior Book Club for Years 12 and 13  
received a very special visit from a real life author! Jendella Benson 
has burst onto the literary scene this year with her debut novel ‘Hope 
& Glory’, and we had the pleasure of being able to chat to her about 
it. The book follows Glory, a young British-Nigerian lady who has  
returned home from LA; back to her family in Peckham for her  
father’s funeral. She decides that she does not want to go back to 
the U.S, and sets about rekindling friendships, finding love and, most 
importantly, searching for her long-lost sister Hope.  

At our Book Club, Jendella was on fine form, responding to 
our burning questions with answers that matched the  
effortless flow of her writing. She even came prepared with 
a few questions to ask of us, allowing us to debate over 
deeper meanings and our favourite characters. And all that 
in the space of a Monday lunch time!  
 
Needless to say, I would absolutely recommend this book, 
and the Senior Book Club.*        
 
Dylan Oates, Year 13 
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Living up to BGS’ academic pedigree, on Thursday 31st of March our formidable Year 13 team 
of Rhys Belsham, Mack Preston, Mariusz Tang and Lucas Zurdo stepped through the gates of 
Townley Grammar School, ready to do battle against the other three grammar schools of the 
borough.  
 
This was more than an inter-schools event. As the four teams sat under the stage lights, a 
darkened hall of a hundred spectators watching, the mood was clear: the bragging rights of the 
borough were at stake.  
 
The quizmaster took his place in the central seat, and the event began. 
 
Bexley and Beths established early dominance, sharing the first 150 points between the two 
teams, with neither Townley nor Chis & Sid scoring at all. However, it soon became clear that 
Beths, the early leaders, were uncatchable, quickly totting up points and establishing a strong 
lead.  
 
Despite a slight resurgence from the other two schools, our team’s diverse knowledge, ranging 
from Korean cinema to crisps and snooker, kept them at arm’s length.  
 
When the buzzer sounded to bring the game to an end, Beths led, with Bexley still sat in  
second place, and the other two schools behind.  
 
This is set to be an annual event, with Beths, this year’s winners, hosting the next event in a 
year’s time. Thanks to Townley for hosting a well-organised event, and to Mr Morris and  
Dr Symons for organising our team. 
 
Lucas Zurdo and Mack Preston, Year 13 
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https://www.markevisonfoundation.org/

