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Year 7 Open Morning Edition  

Welcome to Bexley Grammar School 

It was amazing starting at Bexley Grammar school! 

It was exactly as people told me it would be. You can 

never be without friends, and everyone is so nice. 

There is a club for everything you can imagine. There 

is something for everyone including drama, science, 

sports and much more. Every classroom you walk into, 

the teachers are warm and friendly and always ready 

to help you. If you are worrying about Year 7  

homework, it’s nothing to worry about. The homework was phased in 

gently for us to adjust to secondary. Are you a person that didn’t enjoy 

your school dinners? Well, the food here is always delicious especially when  

sitting with my friends. Altogether, I have loved my first term at BGS 

and look forward to what the rest of the year brings. I hope you choose 

this school community for year 7, you will never regret it! 

Grace Shaw, Year 7 

Settling Into Bexley Grammar School                     
Hello,  My name is Tomiwa and I would like to talk 

to you about how it is settling into Bexley Grammar 

School. I know it is sometimes tricky or even scary 

at times starting in a new school, but I promise 

that you will settle in very quickly once you are a 

part of our  majestic, diverse school.  

I had an excellent experience starting at Bexley 

Grammar. On my first day, I was very nervous, but 

I soon realised there was nothing to worry about. Everybody there was 

very friendly and approachable, especially in the older years,  and I quickly 

made a lot of friends. Another good thing about Bexley Grammar is that 

it celebrates difference and diversity. We had International Week recently, 
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which was a week to commemorate people from all over the world. There were 

many activities and the lunch menu was adapted each day to showcase foods from 

different countries. 

Along with the induction day we had to introduce us to the school, there was a 

three-day summer school with taster lessons and activities. I met a lot of new 

people there, so when I started on my first day I recognised a few faces. We also 

have Peer Mentors who visit us in our classroom every week and are always there 

to help us with any issues we have. Something else that makes it very easy to 

get involved with the school is the vast amount of activities and clubs that 

Bexley Grammar has to offer. There are sports clubs, drama clubs, music clubs, 

singing clubs, language clubs, subject clubs and many more.  

For Year 6s starting next year, my advice would be not to worry about anything  

because everyone is very supportive and although the school is very big, you find 

your way around very quickly. 

Tomiwa Adebisi, Year 7  

First day of Year 7 
Hello prospective Year 7s! I'd like to talk to you about  

starting  a new school because I've been in your situation  

before. Although I can appreciate how it could seem frighten-

ing, it's not as horrible as your year 6 educators have warned 

you. Believe me. 

The greatest year is Year 7, since Bexley Grammar provides 

you ample time to adjust! You are not expected to meet all 

their expectations yet, you are given an opportunity to settle 

down. This certainly calms nerves and gently eases you into a certain school  

routine. Six formers and teachers are really nice and inviting! 

Being completely alone and unfamiliar with everyone makes the first day at a  

new school incredibly challenging. Most children do well because they are social  

creatures, which may be helpful since they chat to others and learn where things 

are or how to move about by conversing with other children.  There are also  

children who are timid and don't talk as much to individuals they don't know.  

Additionally, the first day offers us a fresh outlook on events. On our first day of 

school, we noticed things that we don't usually notice. It's because on our first 

day, we're quite conscious of our surroundings. 

All in all, it was a wonderful experience. Everyone typically recalls their experience 
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Why I Joined Bexley Grammar School  

(and why you should too!) 
For me Bexley Grammar school is a good, local, and friendly 

school. Don’t worry about making friends because you will have 

tons of opportunities e.g. the induction day where you get fun 

taster lessons like DT, a bit of Maths and orienteering. 

The first few days 

The first few days are solely focused on form time and get-

ting to know each other in your form class and don’t worry 

about getting around, orienteering is there for a reason so you can use your map 

(and skills) to help you get to your next lesson and don`t worry about being late! 

The canteen food 

There is not much to say, but it doesn't mean the chefs are nothing short of 

amazing! There is a variety of different foods, and you will surely find a few  

favourites! It depends if you want a cold (but still mouth-watering) tuna 

sweetcorn sandwich or a hot cheesy pasta bake. It's your choice! 

Lessons 

Year 7 may seem like a big jump for you but it really isn’t, the teachers will ease 

you into the swing of it and homework helps you get up to speed! There aren’t 

many difficult lessons or pieces of homework (the most difficult piece was an  

English research task) but most of the first homeworks were to start decorating 

our books. 

Extracurricular activities 

Extracurricular activities in BGS are awesome! You can join all sorts of clubs. I am 

in 3: Running, Unicode and Robotics, so time after school never gets dull! If you 

want to join one, all you have to do is go to reception in your free time e.g. lunch, 

break, before or after school and check when the clubs start! 

and cherishes it forever, whether they are a Year 7 entering a new school for the 

first time or a four-year-old starting school. 

I genuinely hope that this writing will convince you that Bexley Grammar is the 

greatest option and that year 7 is the best year 

Princess Otto, Year 7 
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The conclusion 

Thank you for reading this and I hope you (If you are the Year 6) or your child (if 

you are the adult) want to join our BGS community! 

Thomas El Baaj, Year 7  

Welcome to Bexley Grammar School! 
Hello and welcome to BGS. First of all, well done for passing 

your 11+! Second of all, I know that srarting secondary school 

can be a bit scary so I’m going to tell you all about it to help 

reassure you.  

Starting secondary school, I was very nervous but there was 

nothing to be afraid of. People there, students and teachers, 

are so nice and kind and they will happily help you with any-

thing, anywhere, anytime. The school is quite big so it is quite 

busy between periods, all trying to get to their next lesson but that is what you’d 

expect from a secondary school.  

At lunch, there is a wide selection of meals that taste delicious (so much better 

than primary school meals!)  

There are also lots of extracurricular clubs that you can join such as sports clubs 

(netball, football, rugby, basketball and more) , drama club, choir,  origami club, 

Lego club and so much more.   

Bexley Grammar is an amazing school and I’m so glad that I got in. 

Olivia Harmer, Year 7 

When I started secondary school I was really excited but a 

part of me was extremely nervous. I had butterflies in my 

stomach as I entered the school gates but I realised I was 

going to be alright. On my first day, the school reassured me 

that for the first few weeks if I ever got lost, all I needed 

to do was ask a teacher and they would show me where to go. 

Starting the school year, I was given a timetable and map to 

help me out along with a student planner so I can record any 

important pieces of information if needed.The school is mas-

sive and they have amazing facilities, including a rock climbing wall in the sports 

hall! The cafeteria food is amazing and it serves both hot and cold food. 
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We have some of the best teachers in the country from Maths and English to 

Languages. As BGS is an IB school, there are a few more subjects to study but 

we can always take on a challenge to expand our mind and change our way of  

thinking. Our school ethos words are: intellect, emapthy and courage and all  

students are expected to show these values. Intellect means we can change our 

way of thinking when required, empathy means we are to show love and always 

try hard to grow and courage means that we are not afraid to fail and we will  

always try our best. I was scared I wasn't going to fit in but then I realised we 

are all born to stand out. All you have to do is believe in yourself and be the best 

you can be.  

If you join our school, you will do just fine and I am sure you will enjoy your time at 

BGS.    

Naina Jain, Year 7 

Starting at BGS 
Starting at a new, bigger and more profound school can be 

quite daunting at first, however, I can assure you that 

starting at Bexley Grammar School you will quickly feel at 

home and welcomed into this astounding school. 

Intelligence 

Undoubtedly, you are all very bright and intelligent students 

having passed your 11 plus however, many students including 

myself could have thoughts like “What if I am not good 

enough?”, “What if I am not smart enough”, “ What if...?” I can guarantee you 

that there is nothing to worry about as long as you put in the effort and strive 

for excellence, as our school motto says.  

Aspiration 

Aspiration according to the English dictionary means ‘a hope or ambition to achieve 

something’. So to me this means that if you have a goal or your mind is set out to 

achieve something then that is aspiration and that is your chance to give 110% in 

everything you do. This can be as little as getting into the school football team or 

as big as getting full marks in most of your tests in the term. However, of course, 

like everything the difficulty varies depending on the person because after all we 

are all completely different people and the school will support you throughout your 

journey. 
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Endeavour 

Starting something new means that you have an opportunity to be the best  

version of yourself that you have always wanted to be and try something new like 

a few more sports, or join a band but it is entirely up to you. Some of the exciting 

sports that I do are Chess club, running club, football, basketball and there are 

many other sports that you will surely enjoy. So starting from the first day that 

you walk through the gates you will surely not regret your decision of coming to 

Bexley Grammar School. 

Teniola Adeosun, Year 7 

Starting Bexley Grammar School was like starting a whole 

new chapter in my life. Not just because I was officially in 

secondary school, but all the perks of becoming a student 

here; the freedom, the respect, the responsibility, it was all 

so magnificent to picture. That moment when I first  

entered the building was just immaculate. I immediately 

knew that this was the place for me, the place I had been 

waiting to set foot in my whole life. I couldn't wait. 

But, there was also another feeling - something I hadn't thought of. I was in a 

whole new school, a whole new environment, surrounded by a whole new bunch of 

faces. Just something about that made my stomach turn. I barely knew anybody 

or anywhere in this school and just thinking about all of that made me nervous. I 

tried to ignore this emotion while walking to my very first lesson but it kept eat-

ing me up inside. So much so, I had just realised I had not a notion where I was 

going. The school felt like a maze that would constantly drag you back to right 

where you started. As I wandered the halls, I kept trying to build up the courage 

to ask somebody where something was or how to get there, but I never seemed 

to have built up enough to actually do so. But, even though it took a while, (about 

a few weeks) thanks to all the support and friendly people, I was able to settle in 

just fine, and I'm sure you will too. 

Lucia Wahba, Year 7 



A Message from Mr Elphick, Headteacher, to Year 6 Pupils 2022 
 
Our Current Year 7 ambassadors welcomed you to this Open Day Special edition of our weekly 
newsletter because it is students who are best placed to tell you what you want to know.  At 
Bexley Grammar School, we understand that moving from primary to secondary school can be 
a daunting experience, but, in addition to our friendly students, our dedicated, committed staff 
are here to give you constant support and advice to ensure a smooth transition.  The most  
important things you can do are make new friends, get involved and enjoy yourself! 
 
We offer so many fantastic opportunities from the very beginning of Year 7 to ensure that you 
become part of our vibrant and exciting community.  Our students make this the outstanding 
school that it is.  Together, with energy, imagination and commitment, with determination,  
creativity and a willingness to participate , Bexley Grammar School will help you to develop the 
knowledge and confidence to reach your full potential and succeed in future endeavours.  
 
Next September, this is what you and your parents might expect during the first few weeks:  
Your parents will meet your tutors twice with you, once for a 5 minute 'touch base' meeting  
after a couple of weeks, and once at the Parents' Association BBQ. You will have an  
extra-curricular 'fair' where new students would have been able to visit stalls telling them all 
about the activities on offer to Year 7 - about two dozen clubs/ activities! We have a  music 
concert in which the whole of Year 7 are jammed into the school hall with your parents for a 
startling performance after only 5 or 6 music lessons!  Our trained Year 12 peer mentors would 
be meeting with you all and seeing some of you for 1-1 meetings. Our programme of trips and 
visits both at home and abroad will be underway... 
 
There is a great deal to look forward to.  I look forward to welcoming those of you who are 
successful in joining us in September 2023! 
 
The link here will take you to our weekly newsletters which will add flavour to the richness of 
the experience that we offer. 
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https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/page/?title=Newsletters&pid=17
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(Newsletter extracts from last academic year) 
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https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2215&type=pdf
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https://www.bexleygs.co.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=2325&type=pdf
https://astro-pi.org/
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