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3rd March 2022
A note from the headteacher about the invasion of Ukraine
We are very fortunate to have a native Russian teacher on our staff. She kindly recorded a
short talk on Monday which was circulated to tutors to show students during form time this
week. In it, she explains the Russian invasion of Ukraine and how we can try to make sense
of it. She spoke with clarity and objectivity and yet the message was personal and powerful.
She spoke of “Putin” as opposed to “Russia”, of the role of propaganda, of Putin’s threats and
the response of the West with sanctions. “It's perfectly normal to be sad, angry or anxious
about the conflict” she said. “We are a community and we need to talk about these feelings
openly, to make them more bearable. We also need to be compassionate and supportive of
each other…”
Thank you to Mrs Zotova for her powerful support. The school community continues to
support students as they grapple with the disturbing daily news updates.
Some students may wish to express their support for Ukraine by contributing to the Ukraine
Appeal. The nearest drop-off point for donations to the school that we are aware of is in
Sidcup - please see the poster below:

www.bexleygs.co.uk

Page 2

Year 10s take on
the 10X Challenge
This week saw the start of the 10X Challenge for Year 10 Business Studies students. Each team
of around 5 students are pledged £10 for four weeks to get their business idea off the ground.
The challenge allows students to put theory into practice, develop their entrepreneurial skills
and give them some experience of what it is like to run a business. We look forward to seeing
what the students will come up with and how they will develop over the next four weeks!

Mrs Harris, Head of Economics and Business
The 10X challenge seems like a great opportunity to develop our business skills and gain some
real experience as entrepreneurs. I'm excited to try it and see how well our product sells.

Max Johnson, Year 10
In Business Studies we are taking part in Young Enterprise's '10X Challenge'. We have got
ourselves into teams that are loaned £10 from our teachers to get the business started, along
with that we have to create a team name and a logo too! So far my team has discussed ideas
on whether to do a product or a service and items we can buy cheap in bulk under £10 and
sell them or revamp to sell.

Beth Abegunde-Williams, Year 10
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Geography News
Amazing Year 10 Geography Work!
I would like to celebrate some amazing revision work carried out with my Year 10 Geography
classes recently. Students were preparing for an end of unit assessment on the ‘Living World’
topic which included work on ecosystems, tropical rainforest and hot deserts.
They successfully and creatively completed revision grids to prepare them for their end of unit
assessment. Have a look at the range of work produced by these students. Student work
includes - Lewis Abba, Andy Yu, Jasreen Ghag, Ese Obhio, Ella Curl and Sami Ismail. Keep up
the excellent geography work!

Miss Ashman, Geography Department

Click here to view some more of the amazing Year 10 Geography work!

Congratulations to Zac Stewart (Year 9) and Ethan
Abbate (Year 10), both have just gained distinction in
their Grade 8 Jazz Saxophone exams.

Mrs Casling,
Head of Music

www.bexleygs.co.uk

Page 4

PE News
Girls’ Football
Here are some of our brilliant Year 7, 8 and 9 girls on their toes and working hard training
with Kim Dixon, Charlton coach and ex England player. Week 1 of 6 sessions. Great start
girls!!!

Mr Lines, Head of PE

Our girls’ football team were fortunate
enough to receive free tickets from Charlton
Athletic Football Club at The Valley over the
half term. Storm Eunice didn’t deter our girls
from supporting the local side on Saturday
19th and Tuesday 22nd February. Such a
fantastic opportunity to see football live! A
football-tastic season ahead… Kim Dixon
from Charlton Athletic Academy coaching our
Year 7-9s this term after school, the U16
Kent Cup final next month and our U14
‘Sisters n Sport’ next round of the shield!

Mrs Kemp, PE Department
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There’s another way to follow along with the
goings on in the PE department, now via
Instagram @bexleygspe. This is in addition
to our Twitter @BexleyGSPE and we can also
be found at Facebook.com/BexleyGSPE.
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Translation competition open to all students of
French, German, Italian, Mandarin and Spanish
(Years 7-13, all IB levels welcome!)
Join our GC groups to submit an entry:
German gzsc2ge
Italian h3shchd
Spanish gznoh6k
French qq6in7m
Mandarin yefdq3f

Glossaries are provided for each text, but students
are welcome to use dictionaries and online resources
when completing their translation at home. All translation tasks are into EN.
For further information, please contact Miss Giglione (giglione_m@bexleygs.co.uk).

Key Information
 Students can participate in the competition in as many levels and languages as they
wish.

 Students may use the glossaries attached to each task, online dictionaries and other
resources.
 Students shall receive no assistance from teachers or parents when completing the
task.

Judges will look for balance between creativity and accuracy.
That’s exactly what a great translation is – it’s faithful to the original author’s
intentions, but that doesn’t mean the translator can’t have fun with their words.

Advice to students from last year's judges
Anam Zafar: if you’ve never tried translation before, don’t
assume it will be too difficult or that you won’t like it. You won’t
know until you try. And don’t worry if your translation turns out
completely different to your classmates – that’s actually what we
want to see! There are an infinite number of ways to translate
the same text.

Jessica Rainey: The com petition
provides a framework for students according to ability, which means they can piece
together the initial translation. The key
phase is then taking that literal version
and turning it into something that sings.
Constantly ask yourself questions: What is
the writer saying or implying? How would
we write that in English? Could that metaphor be
adapted to have greater resonance for the reader? Does
the dialogue sound natural? But the most important
thing is just to have a go! And have fun doing it.

Deadline
16:00 h
Thursday
31st March 2022
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News items you may have missed

Dartford Orienteering Klubb
Our friends at Dartford Orienteering Klubb have two
events aimed at those new to orienteering coming soon:



Danson Park on Saturday 5th March
Foots Cray Meadows on Saturday 2nd April

Details are available on their website www.dfok.co.uk
and entry in advance is again through racesignup.co.uk
Andrew Evans, from DOK said "If the families of any of
your pupils are interested in attending, they would be
made most welcome".
I know that pupils have attended in the past and had
fun - it really is a good activity to get a bit of fresh air as
a family, especially as the weather starts to improve.
Mr Lines, Head of PE
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8ACR’s Fundraising Event
Our social issue

Our class chose mental health as our social issue because the majority of people who suffer
from mental health are teenagers and young adults, which means a lot of people who we
know. Mental health is also a very serious issue in modern day society as you never know
who is suffering and so our class wanted to tackle the issue together with your support.

Our Charity

8ACR chose Mind in Bexley to support our social issue and they are a charity that supports
people who suffer with poor mental health. They are located in Bexley which is local and
convenient, and they are always there to reach out to people who need help. They are
currently only providing for 18 year olds and above but we spoke to Laura who was our
from Mind in Bexley she said that they were soon going to start giving help to 16-18 year
olds, so keep your fingers crossed for that.

Our Social Action

To raise money and awareness to our cause we decided to do a fundraising film night to
watch the movie Free Guy. We charged £2 for entry and also sold snacks too. We were
going to do a movie about mental health but we decided on a feel good comedy movie as
some of the age ratings were too high. We managed to raise £152.07, as well as some
online donations. This money will help the charity continue to run a support phone helpline
and also their food bank.

How to donate

If you would like to donate to Mind in Bexley, the money will go directly
towards their food bank. Here is our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/8acrfirstgive
Thanks for reading!

Anshika Krishnan, 8ACR
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Forthcoming Events
March

Wednesday 9th ~ Closing date for Sutton Trust Summer School Applications
https://summerschools.suttontrust.com/
Tuesday 15th ~ Year 10 Virtual Parents’ Evening
Wednesday 16th ~ PA Meeting
Wednesday 23rd ~ Icons & Legends, 6pm (see notice)
Monday 28th ~ Power Day 4

April

Friday 1st ~ Last day of the spring term

Monday 4th to Monday 18th ~ Easter Holiday (including Easter Monday
Bank Holiday) school closed to student
Tuesday 19th ~ First school day following the Easter Break
Wednesday 20th ~ PA Meeting
Tuesday 26th ~ Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening

May

Tuesday 3rd ~ Year 7 Virtual Parents’ Evening

Wednesday 18th ~ PA Meeting

We have recently updated our
school website page. Please
click on the link here to find
out more about the PA and how
you can help to support your
child.
Thank you
BGS PA

