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World Book Day
is coming!
th
Thursday 7 March
Once again the English department and the Library will be celebrating World Book Day 2019 on Thursday 7th March. Students should look
out for further notices but below are a few things to be thinking about:
We would like to invite any pupil to bring in/wear an accessory that
is a clue to their favourite book- this will replace full costume dressing
-up. Be creative with your accessory choice (however accessories
deemed dangerous/inappropriate for a school environment will be
confiscated). If you need inspiration then see our display opposite
reception. The student should also bring in a copy of their
favourite book to share with others.
The library will be running quizzes throughout the day and if you want to get involved in
the Readathon this year please see Mrs Carey. We also have two authors coming in as well
as a creative writing competition, run by our author who visited last year.
ALL students and staff will Drop Everything And Read at some point on World Book Day so
students will need to have a book with them to read on that day.
There are so many more exciting events planned! Please do get involved and spread the joy of
reading.
The English Department
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House Music
The House Music competition was held in the afternoon of
Wednesday 13th February, this year’s theme being Disney songs.
Each House performed an instrumental piece and a song or
medley from their choice of film.

Wellman kicked off the competition with pieces from The Lion
King, Prothero went second with their choice of film being Aladdin,
Mabbs followed with their instrumental being an arrangement of
the theme to Pirates of the Caribbean and a medley of songs from
High School Musical. Kirkman performed pieces from Mulan with
some rousing choreography that really sold the story! Johnson and
then Collins closed the competition with Johnson choosing The
Little Mermaid, singing in a variety of languages, and Collins with
an instrumental from Up and a vocal medley from Moana.
Collins included the traditional Disney theme in their performance
which helped to round off the competition.
The judges this year were Mr Elphick and our new Head of Music
Mrs Goddard, who between them gave the final result as;
6th Mabbs, 5th Johnson, 4th Prothero, 3rd Wellman, 2nd Collins
and 1st Kirkman.
Congratulations to Kirkman and thanks to all the House Captains
for their hard work in preparing their House’ entry.
Mrs Snelling, House Leader
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Revision Guides
Many thanks to the parents who have donated their children's old revision guides to the
school. It gave me an idea to ask for more.
Do you have old GCSE revision guides at home that are sitting there collecting dust?
No longer studying that subject or not in depth enough to help with your IB studies?
It seems a shame to throw them away after only your use. Why not
instead, pay the help they've given you forward. I'd love to have
them for my current Year 11s who are working hard towards their
GCSE exams this summer. I know that they would certainly
appreciate the help.
If you have any that you would like to donate then please drop
them off at Reception or at the PE office and I will find them a
good home within the cohort.
Mr Skinner, Director of Studies, Year 11

A whole new word ~ Year 10

Term 2 - Week 7
Art
Biology
Business Studies
Chemistry
Classics
Computer Science
Drama
English

Function
Antigens
Globalisation
Precipitate
Superlative
Binary
Naturalism
Accentuate

PE News
Congratulations to the Year 8 Netball team,
who achieved 4th place in the Bexley Netball
Tournament on Thursday 14th February. A
special mention to Anna, who was voted as
player of the tournament for her outstanding
defensive work. The team worked hard on
their attacking and defensive skills throughout the court and were a pleasure to coach.
Well done girls!
Miss Leffen, PE Department

Geography
History
Maths
MFL
Music
Physics
P.E.

Strategy
Constitution
Binomial
Conjunction
Syllabic
Alternator
Expressive
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Advice for parents and pupils from Mr Gilmore and Mrs Ellis
Dear Parents and Carers,
Please see the attached letter from D.C. Paul. It highlights the importance of parental liaison
regarding children sleeping over at each other's houses. Recently the lack of this has led to
false reports of children going missing in Bexley and involved the misuse of valuable policing
resources.
Please note that a child staying outside of the family home for a prolonged period of time could
be considered to be in a private fostering situation, which is a safeguarding issue.
If you have any concerns please do not hesitate to contact me via School Enquiries.
Mr Gilmore, Deputy Head

DC Jean Paul
Missing Person Coordinator

Telephone: 0208 721 6800/ 0203 276 7062
Email: jean.f.paul@met.pnn.police.uk)
www.met.police.uk
Dear parents and carers,
Child staying over and in your care - Who knows where they are?
Children are among the most vulnerable members of society and this is intensified when they are
unaccounted for and potentially missing. As adults, we have a moral and legal obligation to
safeguard them. The Metropolitan police are therefore seeking your assistance to enable the
whereabouts of children to be known to those responsible for their care, especially when sleeping
away from their usual home address.
Where a child seeks permission to stay at your address for any prolonged period and in all cases
overnight, you should make every effort to clarify this is agreed with their parent or carer by making
contact yourself.
Where a child is subsequently found to be staying without your agreement, you should make every
effort to clarify whether their parent or carer knows of their whereabouts or alert them to the child’s
current whereabouts.
Where agreement is not forthcoming, you should not allow the child to stay at your address against
the wishes of those with parental responsibility and agree the safest time and method to return
home.
Your commitment and cooperation in these matters will greatly assist the continued safeguarding
and care of children and minimise the involvement of the police in searching for those who may be
reported as missing whilst staying with friends without the permission of those responsible for their
care.
Yours faithfully,
D.C. Paul
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Dear parents and carers,
You may have become aware of an e-safety issue regarding the so called 'MOMO Challenge',
which has caught the attention of the media in recent weeks. Please see this information poster
sent to us by the Safer School's Team.
Whilst it is likely that much of this is the work of pranksters spreading false information on
Whatsapp and other platforms, including Youtube and games such as Fortnite, it is another
reason for us to be aware of what our children are accessing online and having open
conversations around social media use.
If you have any concerns regarding your child please contact me via School Enquiries.
Mr Gilmore, Deputy Head

Bexley Grammar School

Page 6

Exam News
Important information for all GCSE students
The awarding bodies have designated Wednesday 26th June 2019 as a
‘contingency day’ for examinations.
The designation of a ‘contingency day’ within the common examination timetable
is in the event of national or local disruption to examinations. It is part of the
awarding bodies’ standard contingency planning for examinations. Therefore all
GCSE candidates must remain available until Wednesday 26th June 2019
should an awarding body need to invoke its contingency plan.
Mrs Bono, Examinations Officer

Message from Reception
In recent weeks, before and after Half Term, we
have had number of students with upset stomachs
in school. If your child is unwell with an upset
stomach, please may we ask that parents follow
NHS advice that students should not come into
school for 24 hours after their last bout of sickness,
or 48 hours if they have sickness and diarrhoea.
This helps to prevent it spreading to other students
and staff.
Can we also request that you make sure we have
up to date contact details for you to enable us to
contact you if your child is unwell.
Thank you

Mrs Beasley & Mrs Denyer, Reception
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As part of British Science Week (starting Friday 8th March), BGS will be
promoting a range of activities both inside and out of the classroom. Keep
an eye out for more information in the coming newsletters and in your
assemblies. What better way to kick it off than listen to one of our
recommended science podcasts.
Combat the pseudoscience and fake news that we are bombarded with on
a daily basis by listening to one of our recommended podcasts. Whether
you are interested in the origins of the universe, developments in modern
medicine or the quirkier side of science there will be something to interest
everyone.

For a more comprehensive list try this:
https://www.geekwrapped.com/posts/the-20-best-science-podcasts
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Music
Parents’News
Association News
Millennium Club Winners
January Winners
1st Prize - Number 64 - Bev Bailey
2nd Prize - Number 67 - Pamela Campbell
February Winners
1st Prize - Number 9 - Graham Threader
2nd Prize - Number 21 - Gary Russell

Friday 29th March
Doors open 7 pm for 7:30 start
Tickets £5 per person.
Max. 8 per team
Bring your own food and drink
Please click HERE to
register your team
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Forthcoming Events

March
Thursday 7th
World Book Day 2019
Friday 8th
Beginning of British Science Week
Tuesday 12th
Year 8 Parents’ Evening, 4pm - 6.30pm
Tuesday 26th
Year 10 Parents’ Evening, 4pm - 6.30pm
Friday 29th
PA Quiz Night (see notice)

April
Tuesday 2nd
Power day 4

Friday 5th
Last school day of the Spring Term
Tuesday 23rd
First day of the Summer Term

June
Wednesday 26th
Awarding bodies designated GCSE ‘contingency day’ for examinations (see notice)

