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What is upcycling? 

Upcycling, also known 
as creative reuse, is the 
process of transforming 
by-products, waste 
materials, useless, or 
unwanted products into 
new materials or 
products of better quality 
and environmental value. 

 
 

     Brief 

 
 

Ideas 

There are lots of ideas on 
the following slides to get 
you started. 

 

Please email a photograph 
and a brief description of 
your finished upcycle 
projects to Miss Milbank – 
milbank_m@bexleygs.co.uk 

You have until the end of 
the summer term to send 
your designs. 

Design and make a product which will encourage wildlife to visit your garden using 

something recycled from your home. This could be anything from a tin can, to a 

milk carton. You can make more than one, you may even wish to make a range of 

products. The most important thing is that you have fun and get creative! 

mailto:milbank_m@bexleygs.co.uk


Year 7 Induction Upcycle Project 

Materials and the environment 

Reusing materials means to make new 
products means that less materials need to 
be obtained in the first place. Because 
paper/card come from trees, cutting trees to 
create make these materials leads to 
deforestation – forests don’t survive and the 
less forest we have the more co2 escapes in 
to the atmosphere 

 

Most plastics are made by extracting crude 
oil from the ground/sea bed and processing 
it several times to create the plastics we use 
every day. As well as having a detrimental 
impact on creatures, eco systems and 
habitats, plastics do not biodegrade (break 
down naturally) and therefore end up in 
landfill sites, the sea or have to be burned, 
which also adds dangerous levels of a range 
of chemicals in the atmosphere. 

In Design Technology we use the 6 R’s when considering how we 
might use materials more responsibly in our design work. Read the 
6 R’s and think about how many of them you could consider when 
making your up cycled garden product. 
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Plenary 

 
What materials did you use to make your 
product? 

 

Could you do some research online to find 
out how those materials are made? 

 

Will your product be easy to repair if it 
breaks? Can it be easily taken apart for 
recycling when it is no longer needed? 

 

What might you refuse to buy in the future 
because of what it is made out of? 


