
Social and Cultural
Anthropology Curriculum
Statement

Intent
Social and cultural anthropology fosters intercultural awareness and understanding, which
embodies the essence of an IB education, and the development of citizens who are globally
aware, internationally minded, and ethically sensitive. In other words, it is transformative:
transforming the way students see others, the way they view themselves, and ultimately how
they act in the world.
Moreover, anthropology contributes to an understanding of contemporary real-world issues
such as war and conflict, the environment, poverty, injustice, inequality, and human and
cultural rights, providing a uniquely rich context in which to explore them. The study of
anthropology offers critical insights into the continuities and dynamics of social change, the
development of societies and what it means to live with differences.
The knowledge and skills gained also link in to the BGS ethos, as it helps students become
compassionate leaders, armed with courage, intellect and empathy.

Implementation

a) Content & Skills
The course has been planned in order to give students an overview of the main concepts
that underpin all the topics studied, and to progressively build up the skills and knowledge
required. A plan for the two years can be found here.
Both SL and HL start off with some introductory sessions on the language of anthropology
and the Big Anthropological Questions, which helps students gain some of the skills
assessed in paper 1. They read some ethnographic texts and apply what they have learned
so far. They then move on to research methods and social theories, which will be needed by
both SL and HL students in order to start planning and implementing their IAs.
We then start looking at the different Areas of Inquiry (AOI): we start off with The Body -
building on from what students have learned in the introductory lessons; we then move on to
Belonging, which has some areas of overlap with the previous AOI; next, we look at Conflict,
which builds on the previous two AOIs but also links in very well to the final AOI (HL only),
Health, Illness and Healing.
The choice of AOI wasn’t an easy one, as all of them were incredibly interesting, but I
decided to choose the most relevant topics to the lives of the students, and those they will
easily appreciate the importance of in the real world. For each AOI, students need to read a
key ethnography, and some shorter ethnographic articles. The texts were chosen carefully
on the basis of their relevance to the AOI but also bearing in mind what students would find

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1oF6alPEmKIIr1gEsXl_gr6tYPZHG2Xcv930aoijfQqo/edit


interesting. For each AOI, students also need to be able to link the topics studied to real life
examples (eg migration crisis, gender based violence, body modifications…).
Throughout the course, students are required to explain, apply, analyse, and evaluate
critically.

b) Learning environment
There are two separate groups for SL (3x50 mins lessons per week) and HL (5x50 mins
lessons per week). Discussion and collaborative work are encouraged, as well as a strong
work ethic (meeting deadlines, honesty) and growth mindset. The students are encouraged
to share their ideas respectfully, to embrace cultural relativism and think critically about the
issues discussed.

c) Assessment & Feedback
Students are assessed once every half term, with exam practice questions and keywords
tests. Assessments are followed up with feedback sessions, where students are made to
engage with the mark schemes and act upon their targets for improvement.

d) Monitoring
Students’ progress is recorded in spreadsheets and monitored throughout. PM observations
and learning walks are also conducted to monitor performance and share good practice.

Impact
May 2019 results were excellent. Of particular note are the VA scores at both HL and SL.
This is the third set of results for SL Anthropology and VA improvements have been linear
from the first set of results:
(HL): 7-3 100%, 6/7 44.4%, VA +0.3. Deviation +0.2
(SL): 7-3 100%, 6/7 66.7%, VA +0.4. Deviation +0.7
The study of Social and Cultural anthropology can take students anywhere in terms of
university courses and careers. The skills and knowledge gained are transferable to any
profession, especially the deepened cultural awareness and the ability to appreciate diversity
and the impact of cultural norms and values on individuals and groups. Destinations of
previous students include Global Law, Criminology, Social Psychology, English Literature,
Biology, Biochemistry, Criminal Psychology.
The books and articles students read throughout the course are challenging as they are
academic texts, so they are well prepared for reading this style of publications at university.
The ethnographies they read take them everywhere around the world, cover a variety of
topics that students thoroughly enjoy, and inspire them to work towards building a better and
fairer world.


