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ECM Day 3 ~ February 2nd 2010

Last Tuesday saw this year’s third Every Child Matters day, with students off timetable and working on a variety of tasks that enhance their personal skills and encourage them to work as a team to become safe, active and healthy members of society. Students did some excellent work across a wide variety of themes and there are some brilliant photos both on the school TV screens and the website.

Year 7 Theme ~ reincarnation faiths

All Year 7 students spent the day working in form groups with FBCS staff and guest speakers from the 3 faiths of Hinduism, Sikhism and Buddhism. Students were able to gain first hand information about the faiths and enjoyed the opportunity the speakers gave for discussion. 
Students also worked with the music associated with the religions and then with the foods such as chick pea salad.

Students commented that they really benefitted from the day, and it had extended their knowledge and understanding of religion through music, food and discussion.

Year 8 Theme ~ staying safe

Year 8 students spent the day considering all aspects of staying safe within school and their living environment. Students particularly enjoyed the drugs and alcohol awareness lesson taught by our 6th Form Peer Educators and I would like to thank  Sarah Ajai, Rosie Giles, Dil-Veer Kang, Tom Kenney, Chris Lycett, Nifemi Olaopa, Obehi Orukpe, Josie Senington, Rachel Shadbolt, Naomi Simon, Steven Ta and Kassie Wrout for the time they put into this work. The ‘drunk ‘n’ dangerous goggles’ were a particular hit with students!

Students also remarked about the quality of the knife crime workshop given by the Bexley Borough co-ordinator and the staying safe video and drama lessons. It was also very useful to have representatives from the Met Police safer neighbourhoods scheme here to answer students’ questions.

Year 9 Theme ~ Europa Town


All Year 9 students spent the day working across the languages department, both in Europa Town and associated lessons. 
The drummers who provided a day of practice and performance as part of the languages theme were absolutely superb, with both participants and audience really enjoying the experience. 
Many Year 9 students have commented on the value of the Sixth Form students’ input to the day, which was really appreciated, so thank you to all who took part. 

Year 10 & 11 Theme ~ ‘fit for a day, fit for life’


Year 10 and 11 students took part in a variety of physical, mental, dietary and life skills lessons across the day. The external presenters of the physical activity workshops were impressed by the majority of the students who entered into all activities fully and who clearly enjoyed themselves. Karate, mental agility maths and street dance were particular favourites with students, although judo and personal health also ranked highly on students evaluations.

The Duke of Edinburgh award candidates spent the day with Ms Dowling practising the skills they need for their expeditions, including team building and outdoor cooking. A group of Year 11 students went out with Mr Crawford ‘tree jumping’, and they all reported having a good time, if a muddy one. 

Some of the posters that were produced during the ICT healthy menu sessions are outstanding and will be on display round the school soon.

Those students who spent the day on the Jack Petchey Challenge found it an enjoyable and emotionally moving learning experience.

Sixth Form

Sixth Form students had a very varied day with students working to their strengths across a wide variety of subjects. Language students spent the day working with Year 9 in Europa Town and associated lessons, whilst the Peer Educators worked with Year 8, delivering lessons. Biology and Human Biology students were working all day on their ‘practical’ exams; we wish them well. Other Year 12 students spent time working on learning skills, essay writing,  bibliographies, etc. 

Year 13 students ran their ‘cultural day’ with students delivering lessons that gave the gist of life in a specific country. Presentations included various fun facts and interactive voice/video clips which exhibited the music, trends, fashion, geography, language and food of the respective continents/countries of Europe, China, Africa and South East Asia. In addition, in order to further the experience of the day food was sold in the Sixth Form Centre during break and lunch including pizza, backback ribs, puff puffs, an assortment of cakes and samosas.
Greg May (co-leader of a European room) remarked, "The fact that I got to lead the room was a good experience, plus it was still an educational day. It helped to get rid of intolerance and replaced this with appreciation by teaching everyone about different cultures."

There was also a quiz from period 4 onwards comprising of 6 teams, one of which was a teachers’ team. There were 6 rounds of questions: Capitals of the World, Film, History, Sports, General Knowledge and lastly the almighty Harry Potter Round! As a result, the teachers’ team won by an underwhelming 2 points ahead of the "Deatheaters" (led by Charlie Boyles and co.). The money raised will go towards the Year 13 prom. 
I would also like to thank all of the students who participated in the day’s activities and who put in a tremendous amount of hard work towards making this year’s ECM day one of the best ever - Kieran Mckeown, Michael Sadare, Fumni Adekojo, Anne Akintola, Holly Hatton-Baldwin, Alex D'sa, Alex Fernandes, Charlie Servis, Greg May, Sing Phan, Ijaz Awan, Emily Vosper, Pruthvi Pandya, Lase Laleye, Emma Ly, Adam Ling and Naomi Simon.
 
Finally, apologies for the long newsletter entry, but students achieved a great deal on the day, whilst having fun, and many of the issues raised, skills learned and new experiences tried will enhance and broaden students’ knowledge on a variety of issues, leading to a safer, healthier and more active lifestyle.

But none of this would happen without the goodwill and hard work of all staff, so a very big thank you to all staff involved.                                                                                                                                                   Ms Rock

Cookery Club News


A big ‘Thank you’ to Mr Morris who came to Cookery Club on 27th January to lead our annual celebration for Robert Burns, the Scottish poet whose anniversary is January 25th.


Club members made a delicious Scotch broth and we all tucked into Haggis, Neeps and Tatties while Mr Morris read Burns’ poems in tribute to his work.  Mr Morris also provided a wonderful translation into English of the poem “Address to the Haggis” which describes “The Haggis”.            


Sixth Form Bike ride for Sport Relief


On the 13th March, a group of Year 12 students will be cycling from Welling to Hyde Park and back again in aid of Sport Relief. The aim is to raise lots of money and of course have fun doing it! The only way for the bike ride to be a success is if we get lots of sponsors and for that we need your help. 


If you would like to help the cause please donate via our sponsorship page: � HYPERLINK "http://www.mysportrelief.com/Year12BGS" �http://www.mysportrelief.com/Year12BGS�


Thank you for your support!    		





Year 9


Students should now have their option booklets, please review these over the half term period.  If you have any questions please utilise Parent’s Evening on Monday 22nd February. Thank you.                                       Miss Squires





Year 11


On Tuesday 2nd February, a group of Year 11s travelled to Tonbridge to take part in an activities day run by Treejumpers. During the day, the students took part in a variety of activities including Rock Climbing, Zip Wiring, Crate Stacking and the dreaded “Leap of Faith”. All students thoroughly enjoyed the day and we would like to thank Treejumpers for making us very welcome. 


                                                Alex Jones 11MTR





On ECM day, the Duke of Edinburgh students prepared themselves for their expedition. We took part in various activities such as cooking (in the rain), team building and assembling tents. Overall the day was fun and we all learnt a lot. We thank Miss Dowling for making the day possible. 


                                                          Natasha Allen 11RJS


Notices


Music ~ Associated Board instrumental exams will be on Thursday 25th February. If you play an instrument which requires accompanying, you will have a rehearsal with the accompanist on Wednesday 24th February. Please keep an eye out for the timetable with times for both days in the Music department next week. 


Thank you.                                                     Miss Swadkin





Spelling Bee ~ please congratulate the following pupils who, following two very tough rounds, emerged as our Team for this year’s competition:


Lucy Dunk, Matthew Goodman Syndu Jayatharan all from 7LRB and Tony Chambers 7LKS (Reserve)          Miss Casey





KS3 Book Club ~ we will be reading ‘Wolf Brother’ by Michelle Paver in Book Club on Thursday 25th February in M20.                                                             Miss Casey


 





1p Meal Deal ~ Tuesday 23rd February Spaghetti Bolognaise/Vegetable Bolognaise.


Please note that you need to ensure funds are available on your son/daughter’s account to enable them to purchase these special deals.


If you have lost or forgotten your password please contact the Finance Office.


                                                                                             



















































































Mother’s Day Shop


(A Parents’ Association Student Activity)





Dates: 4th, 5th, 10th, 11th & 12th March


Location: School Canteen


Time: Lunchtime     Prices from £1 to £6

















Parents’ Association Quiz Night


Friday 5th March


Tickets cost £5 per head or £35 for a table of 8


Tickets from the Finance Office


7pm for a 7.30pm start


BYO supper and drink











Academic Council


 


Over the past couple of weeks, the Academic Council has been on hand to give advice to Year 9 students in the process of choosing their GCSE option subjects. Members of the council have been holding weekly drop-in sessions during Academic Monitoring and have also been visiting forms. Feedback from both teachers and students has been very positive, commenting that the chance to talk to those who had already gone through the process was very helpful. So, with the deadline for option choices fast approaching, why not drop in for a chat on Friday Academic Monitoring in the reception room?   


 


Quote of the week:


 “You don't understand anything until you learn it more than one way.” - Marvin Minsky 


�Read here after half term to find out about more student learning help and guidance from the Academic Council, for all years!
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New York Trip


This week 39 students and staff will be travelling to New York with the Economics & Business Studies Department.  We’ll report back after the half term break.  In the meantime, many thanks to students, parents and staff for their help in the preparations for this field trip.        Mr Joe


                                      


Under 15 Volleyball


Congratulations to both the boys’ Year 10 Volleyball teams for coming 1st and 2nd in the Tri-Borough Championships last week at BETHS. They have now secured a place in the London Championships which are to be held in Tooting on Thursday 25th February. Both teams played exceptionally well and it will be very difficult to pick the team who are to represent BGS in the Championships. The players of note from last week were Aaron Thompson and Richard Jimoh.                        


			                                    Mr Boyle





Dragon’s Apprentice


The following are the results of round 2 of The Dragon’s Apprentice House competition for the remaining houses.  Students had to design and make a calendar aimed at Year 7 students and there were some fantastic entries:


1st place: Mabbs, 2nd place: Kirkman, 3rd Place: Johnson, 4th place: Collins, 5th Place: Wellman	      Miss Squires





Merits


Congratulations go to Sean Stewart 7LKS and Regan Holmes 7APB who have reached 50 merits. Congratulations also to Madeleine Rapier 7APB who is only one of the very few in the year group to have reached 100 merits. Well done everyone.                       Mrs Kemp




















Forthcoming Events


Monday 15th February – Friday 19th February ~ Half Term


Monday 22nd February ~ Year 9 Parents’ Evening


Tuesday 23rd February ~ Parents’ Association meeting


Monday 1st March ~ Year 9 Options deadline


Friday 5th March~ Quiz Night
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Catering for ‘Guys and Dolls’


Mrs Young and Mrs Coldicott would like to thank Cookery Club members in Yr 7 and their parents who came in to help make lots of delicious savoury whirls.  They were enjoyed at the interval of the performance of “Guy and Dolls” on Tuesday 9th February.  This was one of our community events which enables us to receive funding for the club from the “Big Lottery” - Let’s Get Cooking. 			            J Young & J Coldicott

















