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BEXLEY GRAMMAR SCHOOL - ADMISSIONS POLICY

The number of intended admissions for the year commencing September 2010 is 192 girls and boys at the age of 11 (pupils born between 01.09.98 and 31.08.99 inclusive) using the Bexley’s Secondary Selection Process as prescribed by the Directorate of Children’s and Young People’s Services for Bexley Council for admittance to its selective schools. Only pupils ‘deemed selective’ will be eligible to be considered for entry to the school.

A. Basic Information

Bexley Grammar School complies with the Co-ordinated Admission Scheme which is administered by Bexley Council.

All applicants complete their Local Authority Common Application Form (CAF) which is returned to their home Local Authority.  On the CAF all schools applied to are listed in order of preference.  This order is used by the Local Authority when allocating applicants to schools.

B. Application Process

Applicants must reach the required standard in a set of tests. The tests are marked and the scores age standardised. The scores achieved in these tests are then considered by the selection panel convened by Bexley Council in order to decide which pupils should be ‘deemed selective’.

The assessment decision is based on the test results.  However, the applicant’s primary school Headteacher may request a review of the decisions they disagree with.  In such cases, the ‘Head Teacher Review Panel’ considers all the relevant information before making a decision.  This can include the applicant’s test scores, recent school work and comments from the applicant’s primary school Headteacher.

Note: Where a pupil has a Statement of Special Educational Needs the allocation of a school place is determined by a different legislation. If Bexley Grammar School is named in a pupil’s Statement of Special Educational Needs he/she will be admitted to the school.
Only applicants ‘deemed selective’ are eligible to be considered for a place at the school.

C. Over-Subscription Criteria

If the school has more applicants who have been deemed selective than places available, places are allocated according to the school’s over- subscription criteria in the order set out below (sections 1 – 5).  

1. Looked After Children
Top priority is given to children in public care.
2. Guaranteed Grammar School Place

Those students identified by Bexley Council as achieving one of the highest 180 scores in the selection tests who choose Bexley Grammar School as their preferred school.

3. Medical 
This is given where a child, a sibling or a parent has a medical condition, which would cause significant hardship if the child could not attend the school of parental preference. In such cases the Governors will require confirmation that it is essential, on medical grounds, for the child to attend Bexley Grammar School.
4. Sibling

Those students with a brother, sister or step/half brother or sister living at the same address currently attending Bexley Grammar School at the time of admission, other than where the older sibling started at the school in the sixth form.

5. Distance

On the basis of proximity the school measured by the shortest walking route by public highway and lighted footpath considered appropriate by the Authority. The distance will be measured by the Local Authority’s computerised measuring system from the gate of the home address to the middle gate entrance approved by the Governors as the official entrance to the school.
Home address is the address at which the child lives with a parent or registered guardian who is the main carer, defined as the parent eligible to receive Child Benefit and Child Tax Credit.

Proof of residency will be required. The offer of a place may be withdrawn if proof of residency is not met.
Where applications exceed places, a waiting list will operate and is maintained by Bexley Grammar School.  Names will be listed according to the oversubscription criteria above.
Where parents are not offered a place they will be informed of their statutory right of appeal to an independent Schools Appeals Panel and sent further information on the appeal process.
D. At Ages 12, 13 and 14

If places become available in Years 8, 9 and 10, the testing arrangements for selection will be similar to those required at the age of 11.  Places will be offered according to the oversubscription criteria above if there are more applicants than places.
E. Appeals

Parents have the right to appeal. In such cases parents should forward their appeal in writing to the Clerk to the Governing Body, at the school address, within 14 days of hearing that their child has not been allocated a place.  
An Independent Panel will meet to consider:

a. Appeals against being deemed non-selective

b. Appeals on grounds of a place not offered through mal administration of over- subscription criteria

The Panel will be fully independent in accordance with statutory requirements.  Applicants may submit evidence and/or bring an advisor to support their appeal.  They will be informed promptly of the result of their appeal.  The decision of the Independent Panel is final.

Appeals should be made to the Clerk to the Independent Panel, c/o Clerk to the Governing Body, Bexley Grammar School, Danson Lane, Welling, Kent DA16 2BL.

Where an application is refused more information will be provided at that time.

� EMBED MSPhotoEd.3 ���





[image: image2.png]


_1075891292.bin

